
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESULTS OF MEET FOR: April 20, 2022          VOLUME 5  Number 15 

assion        espect       nclusion        iversity        quity 
 

 

Race One:  Weather was a bit chilly and quite appropriate for EARTH DAY at the corral.  We had almost 40 
members, friends and guests to enjoy a beautifully decorated room that looked very EARTHY. The “Back-2-
Basics” committee went all out to prepare for our Celebration as Gino, Francesca and Danielle were all hands 
on deck to work with Diane Cusimano in preparing an environmentally appropriate space.  President 
Maricelis was M.I.A. AGAIN, so DPP Gino and DPP Janine opened with everyone being asked to rise from 
their seats to recite the Pledge to our Flag and then Alternate Sky Pilot Bernie Zablocki was called on to do 
Grace. Seems Fr. Kevin Powell had to attend a meeting elsewhere so Bernie was asked to lead us in prayer.      

 
Race Two:  Today we got a true Earth Day menu of items to eat.  Diane went to town 
and set up a table fit for ROYALTY.  Speaking of Royalty, Hank Kraker gave happy dollars 
for the Queen’s 96th Birthday.  Farm to Table style meal included: Two Salads of Field 
greens, Arugula and an Organic mix of greens; Fixings Bar included; shredded carrots, 
grape tomatoes, cranberries, cucumbers, sesame sticks, chick peas, olives, goat cheese, 
peppers and an incredible assortment of Paul Newman’s Dressings.  Diane mentioned 
Paul Newman’s philanthropic company efforts and that is why we had his brand of 
dressings.  To add to this feast, Assorted Cheeses with bread and parmesan crisps capped off this amazing 
Earth Day Lunch.  To keep to the theme of the day, biodegradable utensils, plates, napkins, table cloths, etc. 
were provided to be environmentally correct.  The committee was fantastic in every detail and helps to fulfill 
the NY District Governor Jim Mancuso’s Major Emphasis for this Kiwanis Year. As if this wasn’t over the edge 
enough, Diane provided plants for everyone present to bring home and use in their living space or gardens. 
Then Diane had a repurposed Pizza thing that you put the pies in the oven with from Grace Pizza and some 
birch logs to hold the huge wooden salad bowls.  Man, I’d love to use that for a bowl of Frosted Flakes and 
Almond Milk, of course. A couple of Sunflowers and a menu dressed the table to add to the décor. And then, 
we were treated to Soil Cups dessert (Diane doesn’t like the word “dirt”).  Just ask Pooh Bear if Oreos, 
chocolate pudding, cool whip and gummy worms aren’t some of the finest ingredients on this planet.     

This is what makes Ridgewood 3-2-1 DISTINGUISHED, every detail is taken into account and 
perfectly planned and achieved.  

 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race Three:  There were a lot of rumors as to where President Maricelis was today and the one that the club is 
sticking with is that she was on her way back from England where she and the Queen were going to celebrate 
the Queen’s 96th Birthday.  Hank Kraker, Distinguished everything, who gave an incredibly informative 
presentation about English culture, history, and royalty, two weeks ago, informed us that the Royal Family 
loves to surround themselves with Distinguished folks, so they invited the Ridgewood 3-2-1 Club and we sent 
our President.  Joining us today were the newest members of the NYPD at the 104th Precinct, fresh out of the 
Police Academy.  As has been the tradition at the 104, the officers are brought over to the Ridgewood 3-2-1 
Club to learn about Community Partnerships and the connection that the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council, 
the Kiwanis Club of Ridgewood 3-2-1, the 104 Community Council and the business community members have 
with the NYPD, specifically the local precinct.  Joining us were; Officers Mohamed Zaid Palbalkas, Joseph 
Giambanco, Luis Polanco, P.O. Grant-Stuart, Brooke Roberts, P.O. Zanardi, Sean Brophy, Sgt. Kevin Lo, P.O. 
Claudio Diaz and the Commanding Officer & member of Ridgewood 3-2-1, Inspector Louron Hall.  Yes, folks we 
were blessed to have the opportunity to extend our hospitality and friendship to our neighborhood protectors.  
Jon Kablack from the 104 Community Council was at the meet to speak about Community Partnerships and 
how the Council works hand in hand with the officers and leaders of the Precinct.  Thanks Jon for a very 
enlightening presentation.  Unable to attend were members; Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and 
Dilsia Bonilla as they were on a detail for the funeral of Mary Mastronardi, the mother of member Inspector 
John Mastronardi, former C.O. of the 104th Precinct. Not one rookie moved until C.O. Inspector Hall got up to 
sacrifice himself to taste test the delicacies for the men and women in his command.  Honorable doesn’t even 
describe this kind of dedication. Kenny Dunn volunteers every week to Taste Test our Kiwanis meals for quality 
control but refused to eat salad without Coors Light DRESSING. Since we have no alcohol at our meetings, that 
didn’t happen and Kenny was seen at a local establishment after the meeting with both hands full.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, the RECYCLED plastic spoon was definitely appropriate for this picture.   

DIRT Cup Desserts prepared by Janine and Gino. 



Race Four:  Every meeting members and guests get to fill out Attendance Slips, SOMETIMES they do and other 
times not.  If you filled out a slip, and I get them, you are in the newsletter, someplace.  Well Francesca 
Fedkowskyj was missed last meeting, so if you see her picture throughout this one, you’ll understand why.  
Thanks Francesca for being on the committee, for helping to serve the meal and for cleaning up.  Michael 
Addeo made it to the ranch and Diane Cusimano was quoted as saying, “If Mike is not wearing a nice tie to cut, 
we should consider his HAT”.  OUCH that hurts.  Jayne Wadhawan gave happy dollars to announce her Rotary 
event on Sunday to benefit the Ukraine.  What a great way to partner with another service organization.  Alex 
Lagombra joined in on the action and rumors are that he was promoted at Valley Bank.  Bernie Zablocki 
stopped by from his busy schedule and sat in the back with Marybeth Reynolds.  For those who don’t know it, 
Marybeth is the daughter of Bob and BettyAnn Monahan. As mentioned previously, Hank Kraker gave dollars 
for the Queen’s 96th Birthday and was celebrating with some Beatles music.  
Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk was in the house and provided some honey 
sticks for everyone to sample.  Bob then gave a jar of honey from Tom’s 
harvest on the Summerfield Street rooftop to the members and guests.  
Okay, I’ll say it, what a sweet deal for those who received a sample of the 
PURE, Raw, Natural honey.  President Elect Bill Rennison had some other 
stuff to take care of and will hopefully be back in the saddle soon.  Dave 
Fitzgerald had a doctor’s appointment and JR Velepec had some work to 
attend to.  Bob had some happy dollars to say that Kenny Dunn was sitting in 
his usual seat right by the usual location of the food table and the committee 
moved it to the back of the room.  Needless to say, Kenny said that salad 
wasn’t his favorite meal, and he graciously let EVERYONE eat before he did, 
hoping that we would run out of salad.     

 

Race Five:  John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings Bank had to stay at the 
branch since two of his lead folks called out.  When I mentioned that we’d send 
down some healthy salads, he alluded to the fact that salad was only a four letter 
word in his vocabulary.  It’s only a three letter word in my vocabulary and that’s 
SAD when you remove the LA.  On a truly sad note, our condolences to Henrietta 
Maier on your loss.  Our prayers and thoughts are with you.  There were a bunch 
of happy dollars to have a meeting that fits right into the NY District Governor’s 
Project, not to mention that our Builders Club and students at PS/IS 128 had a 
gardening project to also comply with this requirement for Distinguished Status. 
This year Governor Jim Mancuso has a point system to achieve this honor and has removed the subjectivity of 
choosing your buddies and ignoring others.  We are also planning a “Rededication” of the Memorial at the 
Fairview building in May and our KIDDY KIDZ will be planting flowers in AMMO Boxes for this ceremony.  Our 
EARTH GIRL/FLOWER CHILD, Diane Cusimano will lead the efforts.  Speaking of leadership, Diane made it clear 
that she was the President of the Student Council back in the day at St. Michael’s High School.  Diane went on 
to say that Bob Monahan was “ONLY” the Secretary of the Student Council at La Salle Academy, the brother 
school of St. Michael’s.  It also seems that Bernie Zablocki and Bob went to a La Salle alumni reunion for the 
classes of 70, 71 & 72 in the City to celebrate 50 years.  Bernie was a teacher at LSA for many, many years and 
is a legend at that great institution.     

 

Race Six:  As mentioned, Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla were on an assignment but 
sent sad dollars that they had to miss EARTH DAY.  Everyone knows that making a Ridgewood 3-2-1 meeting in 
the middle of the week is seen as taking a brief respite from your many, many, many duties of trying to keep 
folks happy within the confines of the 104.  A special shout out to retired Detective Tommy Bell who made the 
connection for the GRYC and 3-2-1 to get waters and drinks donated to them for distribution to needy and 
worthy causes through Queens.  Pictures will show the hundreds of cases of product and the thousands of 
dollars worth of sharable items.  Having fun at Ridgewood 3-2-1.        

 

Sitting Front and Center, I’m proud 

Station #1 had Joseph Then, Katie McMullin, Danielle Kleiman and Clark McKinney; 
Station #2 had Maureen Powell, Catherine Siegel and JoAnn Siegel 

Bernie, this is 
sign language for 
chew faster.  It’s 

only salad. 



Rocky the wonder dog says, 
“GREEN was the color of the 

day and you can skip bringing 
home the salad.  But you can 

stop at McDonalds for a couple 
of BIG MACS, fries and a vanilla 

milk shake.   

Race Seven:   A slightly lighter than usual representation of GRYC Directors and staff at the meet. This 
partnership with the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council quadruples our effectiveness as a Kiwanis Club and is 
highly recommended in the Kiwanis International ACE Manual.  It clearly states that Community Partnerships 
work and should be established. Well, we have it and then some.  Want some more proof positive stuff, then 
just look at this lineup of leaders in attendance.  I already mentioned DPP Gino Ancona, DPP Janine Mahon, Liz 
Fitzgerald was at her site with Cynthia Rivera tending to their new garden, Hank Kraker (GRYC and 3-2-1 
Board) and Carlos was on vacation and cruising around.  Then we can add Aidan Leavens, Dina Depaola, Mary 
Benitez, Joseph Then, and Linda Manetta.  Now throw in our very own Joan Hoffmann and son, Paul 
Hoffmann, Shiv Ramsamooj, Brandon Gomez, Raquel Chin, David Volcy, Kristen Podlovits, Danielle Kleiman, 
Francesca Fedkowskyj, Xiomara Pina, Gabbi Rivas and Dareen Mohammad.  Wait a second, then there was TJ 
Ritter and Clark McKinney who was the new Sheriff in town. Edwing Vilsaint and Andy Villion said that salad is 
for rabbits and Easter is over.  WOW that’s cold, oh yes, so was the salad.  I am hopeful that everyone who was 
in attendance is mentioned in the Newsletter.  It’s tough if you don’t fill out an attendance slip, especially 
when there are 40 people at the ranch.  If I missed anyone, mea culpa, mea culpa!!    
 
       
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Race Eight:   Upcoming Events include: 
April 27th – Board meeting at YERMAN’s on 88th Street at 6:00 PM. All Members are welcome to attend. 
May 4th – Hispanic Heritage Day/Cinco de Mayo Day at the meeting 
May 7th – Kentucky Derby Day at the ranch.  4PM start time.  Yes, it is a Saturday.  Everyone who buys a 
horse in the pool comes to the event as a guest.   
May 18th – GERMAN Day at the Bier Hall.  Ok it’s on Summerfield but it will absolutely feel like a party place. 
 
Race Nine:   The meeting ended a few minutes later because there were close to 40 folks in 
attendance.  Then throw in our food, fun and festivities and when all was added up, a total of $700 
was collected in Happy Dollars, Food Money, sponsorships and VENMO.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 – 2 – 1… AND  THEY’RE          FF 
 

EARTH DAY T-Shirts for Sale @ $10 each.  
Member Alan Bellone donated the shirts to 
highlight DISTINGUISHED SERVICE and the 
“fertilizer” needed to grow some minds. 



What did you say? I think 

there’s a knot in the 

string. Can you send me 

an email with the info?! 

Hey, these are the 

Ridgewood 3-2-1 Meeting 

Notices for the next few 
months. 

 
May 4th – Latin American Day & Cinco de Mayo 

May 7th – Kentucky Derby Day at the Ranch 
May 18th – German Day Celebration 

June 1st – PRIDE Day Celebration 
June 11th – Belmont “Steaks” Day at the Ranch 

June 15th – Ready for Summer Barbecue 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camera Shy Xiomara Pina 
She will get “back” to us, soon! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Another Fine Crowd of 
members and friends at 

Ridgewood 3-2-1. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/zslUua_jGy4?list=RDEMWNEiufOvkiOh9VPULACYuw 
 

If you ever played baseball and weren’t really that talented, then the link above is for you to enjoy. 

Thanks Tommy Bell for helping us to get this donation of beverages to 
distribute to our great causes.  Generosity times 100, to be sure. 

And yet another photo of 
Francesca!! 

Clark McKinney doubled 
as the Graffiti Buster 
and Sheriff this week.  

Thanks Clark for keeping 
our Neighborhood 

Beautiful.   

Danielle and Francesca ready to dish it out!                   Seven new rookie Officers enjoy              3-2-1 Member Inspector  
Healthy food on Earth Day 2022 and part of                   learning about Community                       Louron Hall praises the club 
NY District Governor Jim’s Project…                                     Partnerships and support.                          for its constant support. 

https://youtu.be/zslUua_jGy4?list=RDEMWNEiufOvkiOh9VPULACYuw


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

KIDDY KIDZ 
Diaper Drive for 

our Blessing 
Bags 

& 
Having their 

Easter Egg Hunt 
and meeting our 

BIG BUNNY! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For those of us who grew up in the 60’s and 70’s, this song meant many 
things to many people.  As we prepare to honor those who served our 

Country and gave the ultimate sacrifice,  
let us plant seeds of healing, hope and peace.  

At this time of such uncertainty and unrest, it is our hope that 
Ridgewood 3-2-1 can be a beacon of promise for better days to come. 

https://youtu.be/jb2GiMSXJsg 

https://youtu.be/jb2GiMSXJsg

