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Race One:  Weather was perfect for our Oktoberfest in May and our great members showed up to celebrate 
GERMAN Day at the Hofbräuhaus.  We had almost 50 members, friends and guests to enjoy a beautifully 
decorated room that looked every bit the part of German Culture Day.  Our awesome “Back-2-Basics” 
committee went all out to prepare for our Celebration as DPP Gino, Francesca and Danielle were all hands on 
deck to work with Carlos “Papi Chulo” Rodriguez and Joseph Then in preparing the space.  President 
Maricelis was here to open the meeting with everyone being asked to rise from their seats to recite the 
Pledge to our Flag and Sky Pilot Fr. Kevin Powell was called on to do Grace.      

 
Race Two:  Today we got a true German Day menu to eat.  Alfred Ziegler, Ben Messing 
and Werner Lehner from Zum Stammtisch put together a table fit for the Kaiser.  
Simple style meal included: an incredible Wurst Platter, Chicken Schnitzel with Jaeger 
Gravy on the side, Home Fries, Red Cabbage, Creamed Spinach, Kasespatzle, German 
style Meatballs in gravy and THREE variations of Strudels. Then everyone had some 
Weissbier with the traditional Lemon slice on top and it was UBER’s all around.  Add 
the fun and festivities and it was a great way to unwind and rewind in the middle of 
the week.  And to think, it only took an hour.  

  

Race Three:  There were some special guests at the ranch.  NYPD Chief Scott 
Shanley from CRC’s Counterterrorism Unit joined us with his Executive Officer 
Captain Jun Zhen, the CRC Trustee for the NYPD Asian Jade Society.  Chief Shanley 
was the former Commanding Officer of the 104th Precinct and still loves coming 
around to Ridgewood for Kiwanis meetings. Also joining 
the fun was Captain Gregory Mackie former Executive 
Officer of the 104, Jon Kablack president of the 104 Pct 
Community Council, and of course OUR very own 
Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla.             Having fun at 3-2-1  

 

 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385 

 
 



Race Four:  As most folks know, the Ridgewood 3-2-1 Club is the poster child for Community Partnerships and 
its connection with the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council and the 104th Precinct. But it goes way beyond that 
with partnerships and service.  Here Danielle Kleiman, Francesca Fedkowskyj, Linda Manetta and DPP Gino 
Ancona pack Blessing bags for Wyckoff Heights Hospital.  This has been an 
ongoing project for over 4 years now and current estimates exceed over 300 
Blessing Bags have been given to expectant mothers filled with diapers, wipes, 
onesies, and other essential items.  This was Gino’s Major Emphasis and has 
been coordinated by DPLG John Stahl and Margie Stahl, 
over the years, through their 
collaboration with MICIH at the 
hospital. It is especially helpful at 
this time when resources are 
limited and scarce. These particular 
Blessing Bags were coordinated 
with the GRYC’s KIDDY KIDZ, the 
only 3 & 4 year old SLP within 
Kiwanis International. Teaching children to perform service at this young age is vital to our future in Kiwanis 
and throughout the world.      

 

Race Five:  John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings Bank was back in the house and, once again, came into 
the room without his tie on.  JR Velepec was unable to attend and so was our buddy, Hank Kraker who got 
stuck in major league traffic on the ride in.  Kenny Dunn was joined by the trio of Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk, 
GRYC Board Chair Henrietta Maier and Jayne Wadhawan from Valley Bank.  Rumor has it that Jayne raffled off 
a basket of games, donated by the GRYC and Ridgewood 3-2-1 at her Rotary Bowling fundraiser and one of her 
buddies tried desperately to win the thing, to no avail. Ach du liebe, what do you think happened next.  YUP, 
our folks decided to ask Diane Cusimano & Gino Ancona to put 
together another basket and have Jayne present it to her 
friend.  EVERYONE wins when good 
people care about each other at 
these high levels. Couple that with 
donating over 50 cases of beverages 
to the Backstretch and the Hungry 
Monk Ministry and you begin to see 
how distinguished this club is, ALL 
THE TIME.  Value = PRICELESS!!       

 

Race Six:  As mentioned, Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla were 
able to make the meeting today, along with Captain Gregory Mackie the 
former Executive Officer of the 104th Precinct. Michael Addeo was busy 
working on a project and couldn’t get to the meeting.  However Diane 
Cusimano broke free and was joined by BettyAnn Monahan, Bernie 
Zablocki and JoAnn Siegel.  As you can see in the photo, our President 
Elect Bill Rennison was back in the clubhouse enjoying the meet. 
German Day Chairman Alfred Ziegler was giving happy dollars for the 
beautifully decorated room and the fantastic food.  DPP Janine Mahon 
was wearing a Bavarian hat that was once owned by Anna Shuster-Schweizer, 
better known as Bob Monahan’s mutti (grandmother) who came from Bavaria in 
1927.  It took a little prodding to get our Sheriff to put the hat on, but, it fit just 
right for the occasion.  There’s a nice photo of Gino and Janine somewhere in the 
newsletter.  I guess you’ll have to keep reading and looking. 

 

Station #1 had Joseph Then, Katie McMullin, Danielle Kleiman and Clark McKinney; 
Station #2 had Maureen Powell, Catherine Siegel and JoAnn Siegel 



Rocky the wonder dog says, 
“BLACK” was the color of the day 
and I’d like some Wurst Platter, 
Chicken Cutlet, (hold the gravy) 

and some cheesy noodles.  
Strudel and vanilla milk shakes 

go perfectly together.    

 
Race Seven:   A large representation of GRYC Directors and staff at the meet. This partnership with the Greater 
Ridgewood Youth Council quadruples our effectiveness as a Kiwanis Club and is highly recommended in the 
Kiwanis International ACE Manual.  It clearly states that Community Partnerships work and should be 
established. Well, we have it and then some.  Want some more proof positive stuff, then just look at this 
lineup of leaders in attendance.  I already mentioned DPP Gino Ancona, DPP Janine Mahon, DPP Liz Fitzgerald 
joined their future Distinguished President Maricelis Romero for the meeting.  Cynthia Rivera, Aidan Leavens, 
Mary Benitez, Betalis Nunez, Joseph Then and Carlos Rodriguez who trimmed his mustache after chairing 
Cinco de Mayo.  Now throw in our very own Joan Hoffmann and son, Paul Hoffmann, Shiv Ramsamooj, 
Brandon Gomez, Danielle Kleiman, Francesca Fedkowskyj and Linda Manetta. Wait a second, then there was 
Clark McKinney, Edwing Vilsaint, Marc Darius, but no Andy Villion enjoying a BIG meal.  Catherine Siegel and 
JoAnn Siegel were serving food along with Clark to speed up the process.  Iralda Frias had work to do but is 
about to become our newest member of the club.  Maureen Powell and hubby, Reverend Kevin Powell helped 
to round out the group.  I am hopeful that everyone who was in attendance is mentioned in the Newsletter.  
It’s tough if you don’t fill out an attendance slip, especially when there are 50 people at the ranch.  If I missed 
anyone, mea culpa, mea culpa!!  As I look at the photos, Chris Jardin made the trip down from City Island and I 
have a montage of photos of our very own DPP Kenny Dunn and his usual antics.  We also had a guest, Janina 
Slkodzinski who is thinking about becoming a member.  Having fun at Ridgewood 3-2-1.        

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Race Eight:   Upcoming Events include: 
June 1st – PRIDE DAY at the ranch.  Come to the ONLY Pride event in NY District and see how it’s done right. 
June 11th – Belmont “Steaks” Day at the clubhouse starting at 4:00 PM.  
 
Race Nine:   The meeting ended a few minutes late because there were close to 50 folks in 
attendance.  Then throw in our food, fun and festivities and when all was added up, a total of $600 
was collected in Happy Dollars, Food Money and VENMO.     

 
 
 

Diana Reyna and Elizabeth Crowley joined the meeting to say hello.            
Bob reminded everyone of their generosity to the GRYC when they were 

both City Councilmembers back in the day.  Awesome, indeed!!!. 



What did you say? I think 

there’s a knot in the 

string. Can you send me 

an email with the info?! 

Hey, these are the 

Ridgewood 3-2-1 Meeting 

Notices for the next few 
months. 

 
June 1st – PRIDE Day Celebration 

June 11th – Belmont “Steaks” Day at the Ranch 
June 15th – Round Table 

July 6th – Independence Day Barbecue 
July 20th – Summer Splash at the Ranch 

August 3rd – Summer Splash II at the Ranch 
August 17th – Summer Splash III at the Ranch 

 
 
 

3 – 2 – 1… AND  THEY’RE          FF 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean plate means Strudel time! 

https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Come on Jayne, Tom and I 
are waiting to get lunch!! 

Come on Tom, hurry up so 
we can get up there again! 

Come on Clark, get those 
lids off the food trays!! 

Come on Bob, hurry up so I 
can go home to nap!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ammunition  

Boxes  

Into  

Planters!! 

Where have all the Flowers Gone 

Teaching our 

KIDDY KIDZ about 

flowers, planting 

and Memorial Day  

Chair of the Governor’s Project  
Committee, Diane Cusimano 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Check out the story in the Ridgewood Times: 
 

https://qns.com/2022/05/ridgewood-memorial-day-maltese-community-center/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PS/IS 128 had their RETRO Games for 

student participants and their families.  

Bringing back “Street Games” with 

Councilman Bob Holden and NYS Senator 

Joe Addabbo. 

https://qns.com/2022/05/ridgewood-memorial-day-maltese-community-center/


 
 

On May 24th, the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council in partnership with the Kiwanis Club of 

Ridgewood 3-2-1 and the Allied Veterans rededicated the monument garden at the Garity Post 

Building at 776 Fairview Avenue.  This event was coordinated through the GRYC Beacon Program 

located at IS 93.  Former Assemblyman Mike Miller organized this program with Sabrina Sierra 

and Jaclyn Hogan, Directors at the GRYC, Diane Cusimano of McKenna’s Florest in Glendale, the 

GRYC Teachers and Assistants at the Little Stars 3-K and Pre-K,  with assistance from Gino 

Ancona, GRYC Office & Human Resources Manager.   

In attendance were retired Lt. Col. Paul Schottenhamel, Vietnam Veterans of the Garity Post,  

NYC City Council Member Bob Holden,  Former State Senator Serphin R. Maltese, Evelyn from 

Congresswoman Nydia Velasquez’s Office, Allison from Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan’s Office 

and Daniel from Councilman Holden’s Office. Fr. Kevin Powell did the invocation and blessing of 

the monuments and Bob Monahan introduced GRYC CEO Janine Mahon and DPP Dave Fitzgerald 

who will be creating a Memorial Wall and Garden in the coming months.   


