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KIWANIS CLUB OF RIDGEWOOD, NY 3-2-1

Meets 1% & 3" Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385
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ET INVOLVED!

Race One: Another colorful day for our meeting to celebrate Pride Day. It was a beautiful sunny day with over
60 people on hand to honor the diversity associated with Pride Month throughout our magnificent country.
The event was Socially Distanced and Safe. We definitely complied with all City and State guidelines and
regulations along with 90%+ vaccinated in attendance. President Janine clapped the gong and asked everyone
to rise from their seats to recite the Pledge to our Flag and then asked Deacon Kevin Powell to give the Blessing.
Kevin asked for a moment of silence to honor, yet another, of our homeless men who died this past week.

Then the Deacon asked the club to remember those in need, thanked God for the gift of each other, in-person,
and asked us to reflect on the gifts that we have to offer in service to others.

Race Two: The meet was held indoors in the large meeting room at the clubhouse and arranged in a way that
allowed for compliance with CDC rules. To say that the room was colorful would be a major, major league
understatement. DIPPY Gino Ancona and his committee did a phenomenal job of setting up the space and
helping all of us to understand how proud he is to be in our Club. Janine immediately asked all members to come
up to get their lunch. Today, keeping with our theme, we served Rainbow Pasta with three different kinds of
sauce, Marinara, Vodka and Alfredo, coupled with Sausage AND Meatballs and Italian Bread. There were
Rainbow cookies and delectable chocolates from Aigner’s of Forest Hills. Unfortunately, there wasn’t enough left
over to go to the 104 Precinct for our community partners as DPP Kenny Dunn was 1%, 11th, and 41* on line. Yes,
folks, Kenny has turned this into an art on how to get to the front of the line without hurting more than two
other members, can eat walking like Joey Chestnut at the Nathan’s Hot Dog Contest, and slide back into line
“twice” before returning to his seat. INCREDIBLY AMAZING doesn’t come close to describing this event.
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HMMM, lots of folks OK Mike, here’s the plan. Now | just have to get Yeah baby the plan COME ON, open the food
here, lets plan this out!! You call for backup and I... around Tom and I’'m good. worked, 1% in line AGAIN up, Hurry up down there.

Race Three: Today we had our good friend, Councilman Bob Holden at the corral to give DIPPY Gino Ancona a
Proclamation for his OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS as President of our great Kiwanis Club. These included
the coordination and delivery of 32,000 meals to First Responders and Essential Workers during the heart of the
pandemic last year. (April, May and June). His Distinguished President achievement, Distinguished Club Award
and 4 other District Awards, the most in NY District. Gino was also recognized for his growth and leadership
within the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council, starting as a Youth Worker, Group Leader, Instructor and Director.
This while attending Brooklyn College to get his Bachelor’s Degree and balancing a full personal life of Adventure.
We are all so PROUD of you Gino for your commitment of service to community and the “G”. Thanks!!




Nice Shirt Carlos, but
speaking of LOVE, gotta

LOVE that Gino.

Race Four: Seems that a few members decided to complete the Afterschool Olympics held by the GRYC at the
meeting, singing Neil Diamond’s Sweet Caroline. There was DPP Liz Fitzgerald, Celina Rosario, Dina DePaola,
President Janine Mahon, Cynthia Ortiz (with a little bit of showing off and dancing at the end of song) and a
surprise performance by DPP Bob (me) Monahan who tried to sound like Neil. Good try and thanks Bernie
Zablocki for saying that he thought Neil Diamond was in the house. That only proves that Bernie and | have a lot
in common, we are both “older” members of the Club and neither one of us can hear worth a damn. At the
completion of the song, Robert P. Monahan got up to present the awards to the Top 5 Teams in the Olympics.
FIRST PLACE was IS 128 and Cynthia Ortiz (Victory Dance); SECOND PLACE (by only 50 points difference) IS 164
and Celina Rosario; and THIRD PLACE was PS 128 with DPP Liz Fitzgerald. Dina is seen holding her “ALMOST”
award for 5™ PLACE. Our Team, the Admonsters, finished in 4™ PLACE and got an “ALMOST” Award.
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Race Five: President Janine then asked Gino to share with those at the meeting, a history of the Pride movement
in New York City and around the country. Gino was totally prepared to speak about the progression of events
starting at the Stonewall Inn Riots in June, 1969 in the West Village section of Manhattan. He went on to say that
it has taken many, many years for acceptance and that today is very different for the LGBTQ+ communities. Gino
then had some questions for the members to answer and win prizes for the correct answers. Gino asked how
many different flags represent the Pride Communities. Kevin Goodish answered 30 and was given a prize. Gino
then showed a few samples of the Pride Flags and what they represented. After that was done, Diane Cusimano
had a raffle for a beautiful Basket and the first number drawn was hers. She said that it should be drawn again
and the second number drawn was another one of hers. Repeat process, same results and Diane said to auction
the darn thing off. It was won by Dennis Remorca for $50. Congratulations Dennis and Diane for a great raffle. |
then said that having grown up in the 1950’s and 1960’s, life was very different for the gay community living in
NYC. Since Chelsea has always had a large representation of the LGBTQ+ population, it has always been in the
forefront for me. Then | shared that this is the FIRST TIME that | can recall celebrating Pride Day at a Kiwanis
Meeting in over 38 years. Congratulations Gino, his awesome committee and Ridgewood 3-2-1 for coming out
and celebrating gender equality. It is our belief that 3-2-1 may be the most diverse club in NY District. Just a
hunch.

Race Six: The 3-2-1 members were honored to have the Long Island Division Lt. Governor
Jessin Wang in our presence to receive a van load of items for a Project to support the L |
Ronald McDonald House. In addition, the club sold a grid box for $5 per box and raised
$500 that we donated to Jessin for Ronald House. It was a great show of service for
families that are strugglin g with life threatening illnesses for their children. It was heard
that Jessin was very impressed with the number of members present at our meeting. We
told her that pre-COVID we would average 60 - 70 at each meet. WE'RE BACK!! Then the
fun began with Happy Dollars and raising more money for our coffers. Only two members
of our NYPD contingent were present, PO Mike Berish and Sgt. Ed Reiman from the 104.
Then Andy Jose Marte, a candidate for the NYC Council District 34 came to see what the
members of 3-2-1 were up to. Andy introduced himself, spoke of his family owning a
Dominican Food location in Ridgewood, is a Georgetown University graduate and loves to
serve his communities. Thanks for reaching out to us, Andy and much good fortune in
your bid to represent our Ridgewood community. Bernie Zablocki was back at the ranch,
eating a box of popcorn, SLOOWLY and almost missed the pasta. BettyAnn Monahan
joined with Joan Hoffm an, just back from her medical leave, Paul Hoffmann, Diane
Cusimano, and Michael Addeo. Dr. Richard Wu from Fresh Pond Eye Care made his first
visit to the club and is a potential member. Although a bit tardy, Jed Santiago came to
support Gino on this great occasion. DPP Hank Kraker, DPP Kenny Dunn, SDPLG 2x’s Mike
Miller came along and is becoming quite a welcomed guest at our meets. Kevin and
Maureen Powell were enjoying the company and meal, as was Henrietta Maier, Jayne
Wadhawan and our very own superstar, Bill Rennison. Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk has
been really beezy keeping up with his many hives but changed his plans to be at the club
for Gino’s Party. Throw in for effect, Dennis Remorca from Remorca Fitness and Rob Monahan and you could see
the corral filling up by the second. Lots of happy dollars were flowing and EVERYONE in the corral contributed to
the $1,200 raised for the day. Remember, we gave $500 to Jessin for Ronald House.



Race Seven: An incredible, awesome, stupendous, unbelievable and fanny-kicking showing of members from
the “G” at today’s meet to support DIPPY Gino Ancona. President Janine gave Happy Dollars to thank them for
their hard work and their commitment to prepare for one of the largest SUMMER PROGRAMS in the agency’s
history. It is anticipated that there could be, as many as, 2,500 kids in Day Camp and over 1,100 Summer Youth
Employment Programs participants. ALL HANDS ON DECK. In spite of all of that, President Elect Maricelis
Romero, Danielle Kleiman, Dina DePaola, Edwing Vilsaint, Andy Villion, Marc Darius, Christine Halloran, Mary
Benitez, Linda Manetta, Joann Siegel, Joseph Then, .
Maria Batista, Celina Rosario, Bryana Winkleman, DPP
Liz Fitzgerald, Walter Welsh, Carlos “Happy Birthday
Sheriff Man” Rodriguez, Elvira Rodriguez, Aidan “Happy
Birthday” Leavens, Cynthia Rivera, Josiah Vera, Patrick
Wagner, Kati McMullin, Catherine Siegel, Raquel Chin,
Zoe Gerowitz, Betalis Nunez, Michelle Koch, Shailiz
Claudio, Kevin Goodish, Jennifer Lamberty, Carmen
Resto, Francesca Fedkowsky, Xiomara Pina, Clark
McKinney and Shiv Ramsamooj had a fun time and ALL
were happy about something. Let’s mention Maureen A8 5 ; =g
Powell hanging with her main squeeze, Sky Pilot Kevin Powell, agaln If I mlssed anyone [ truIy apologlze & W|II
make it up next time.

Race Eight: Upcoming Events include:

June 5™ — “CANCELLED” Belmont Race Day at the Clubhouse.
June 9" - Board Meeting in person at the clubhouse. Start time is 4:00 PM. Any 3-2-1 members
may attend and see how we do business and spend our money. Please join us.

Race Nine: The meeting ended at 1:15 PM as there was a ton of fun stuff going on. The total amount of money
collected in Happy Dollars and Food Money was $1,200 and a few more in VENMO.

3-2-1... AND THEY'RE
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Donations for Ronald House to

Support LI Circle K




