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The Triple Crown Newsletter

RESULTS OF MEET FOR: April 6, 2022 VOLUME 5 Number 14

Passion+ Respect + Inclusion +Diversity +Equity

Race One: Weather was a bit rainy and quite appropriate for ENGLISH DAY at the ranch.
March Madness is now over and we had almost 40 members, friends and guests to enjoy a
beautifully decorated room that looked very BRITISH. The “Back-2-Basics” committee went
all out to prepare for our Celebration, even though Gino, Jed and Betalis were in flight to San
Diego when the meeting actually occurred. President Maricelis was unable to attend so DPP
Bob Monahan opened with everyone being asked to rise from their seats to recite the Pledge
to our Flag and then Alternate Sky Pilot Bernie Zablocki was called on to do Grace. Seems Fr.
Kevin Powell and his lovely bride are on a cruise down south and the Panama Canal. Missed
you guys but Bernie was a great choice to lead us in prayer.

Race Two: Today we got Fish and Chips, Shepherd’s Pie, Bangers and Mash and TWO homemade Trifle
desserts that complimented this awesome selection of food from England. OK, it was from YerMan’s up in
Glendale, but it was over the edge delicious. As has become our custom, the left over trays of Sausage and
Mashed Potatoes and Fish and Chips was sent over to our partners in Blue at the 104" Precinct. Community
Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla did the honors of transporting the food over to the Finest.
Rumor has it that Inspector Hall sacrificed himself to taste test the delicacies for the men and women in his
command. Honorable doesn’t even describe this kind of dedication. Kenny Dunn volunteers every week to
Taste Test our Kiwanis meals for quality control. Absolute dedication and love.

Race Three: There were a lot of rumors as to where President Maricelis was today and the one that the club is
sticking with is that she was on her way back from England where she and the Queen were comparing notes
about their subjects. Hank Kraker, Distinguished everything, gave an incredibly informative presentation
about English culture, history, and royalty. | think the first question was, “What does the Queen have TWO of?
After some levity and fun, Hank informed the Club that the Queen has TWO BIRTHDAYS that are celebrated.
Oddly enough, if you have ever gone out to eat with Gino at Patrizia’s, he has multiple birthdays too. Swing
those napkins and try to get Free dessert!!! BTW, Gino was also missing today, but he, Jed and Betalis are out
in San Diego visiting with Ariel. Pictures to follow.



Race Four: Earlier in the morning, President Elect Bill Rennison dropped off his Sherlock Holmes Sheriff Outfit
because he was unable to attend the meet. Instantly, Member TJ Ritter stepped up and accepted the role and
can be seen with his cap, magnifying glass and customary pipe. Not to stir up any trouble but it seems that TJ
was searching for a few folks who should have been at English Day to celebrate it with their buddy Hank. Dave
Fitzgerald and JR Velepec made it to the celebration and thanked Hank for all of his efforts and information. |
will say that the one thing missing today was BEATLES music. HMMM, stay tuned to what TJ found missing.

Race Five: John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings Bank had an all-day business meeting with the bank and
sent over some sad dollars that he couldn’t share in the festivities. DPP Kenny Dunn was unable to celebrate
with the club, but we have a picture of our last meeting and what happens to members who try to “beat” him
to the “first in line” spot. Thank God he couldn’t make today’s party, you know those Irish and British feuds
run pretty deep. OK, I'll put the picture in so you can see what we endure. | e

That is absolutely the last
time that | try to beat
Kenny Dunn up to the food

line. For a big guy, he’s
really quick with those
hands, too.

.

OKAY, truth be told, Alfred had a bit of a tumble and is recovering nicely. Feel better Alfred
and thanks for taking the time to attend our meeting. Alfred also accepted the duties of
Chairing German Day and he has BIG plans for our members.




Bernie Zablocki was in the house and obviously survived his multiple Corned Beef meals from a couple of
weeks ago. He tried to pawn off Polish Day to Hank Kraker and actually got a nibble. It's not on the calendar
yet, but will be scheduled soon. Bill Rennison was unable to attend today’s celebration but has stepped up to
be our President Elect. Good timing Bill, you didn’t have to run the meeting today for Maricelis. Danielle
Kleiman was part of the committee for ENGLISH DAY and has accepted the First Vice President slot and will
follow Bill to be leader of the pack. Oh yeah, Fr. Kevin, you missed the Shepherd’s Pie, AGAIN.

Race Six: Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla can be seen taking a brief respite from
their many, many, many duties of trying to keep folks happy within the confines of the 104. Mentored by
retired Detective Tommy Bell, things are as they should be throughout our neighborhoods. YES, YES | have
pictures of them too. OK, I'll put some of them here, Good Lord you are getting testy.

All this and HOMEMADE OK, OK, you win. I'll drive back to These two Officers are pure Yes, he stole my crown I should have beat those
DESSERT too!! OUCH! the precinct, you carry the food. ROYALTY at the 3-2-1 Club and pictures don’t lie!! two to the food line.

Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk was in the house and was un”bee” lievably happy since our hives made it through
the Winter and the Queens survived. Pretty appropriate for this day that the Queen made it. Early honey this
year as the little suckers are already out and about and having fun. It is SPRINGTIME folks and NOW is when
the bees start buzzing around. Alfred Ziegler and Ben Messing are planning for German Day on May 18",
Henrietta Maier joined BettyAnn Monahan, Bernie Zablocki and Tom Wilk at the table. Liz and Dave Fitzgerald
were joined by JR Velepec and helped to distribute the prizes that Hank bought for the Q & A portion of his
program. Janine Mahon, Danielle Kleiman and Diane Cusimano seemed to be “killing it with answers” as they
watch some Royalty Shows on the tube. Janine actually mentioned the Queen’s FOUR Children in AGE ORDER!
| don’t know about you, but the rest of us felt “royally 7 with them winning all the prizes. Having fun at
Ridgewood 3-2-1.

Race Seven: Another really nice representation of GRYC Directors and staff at the meet. This partnership with
the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council quadruples our effectiveness as a Kiwanis Club and is highly
recommended in the Kiwanis International ACE Manual. It clearly states that Community Partnerships work
and should be established. Well, we have it and then some. Want some more proof positive stuff, then just
look at this lineup of leaders in attendance. | already mentioned where DPP Gino and Betalis are, and Liz and
Dave and JR (GRYC and 3-2-1 Board Member) and Tom and Henrietta (GRYC Board Chair) and CEO Janine and
Hank (GRYC and 3-2-1 Board). Then we can add Kati McMullin, Iralda Frias, Coraima Rivera, Aidan Leavens,
Dina Depaola, Mary Benitez, Joseph Then, and Linda Manetta. Now throw in our very own Joan Hoffmann and
son, Paul Hoffmann, Shiv Ramsamooj, Brandon Gomez, NEW employee and member Kristen Podlovits, Carlos
“Papi Chulo” Rodriguez, Danielle Kleiman, Xiomara Pina and Walter Welsh. Wait a second, then there was
JoAnn Siegel, Catherine Siegel, TJ Ritter and Clark McKinney. Taking money at the door was Gabbi, Danielle
and BettyAnn Monahan and don’t forget Diane Cusimano and former employee, now FDNY Ricky Wahmann. |
am hopeful that everyone who was in attendance is mentioned in the Newsletter. It’s tough if you don't fill
out an attendance slip, especially when there are over 40 people at the ranch. If | missed anyone, mea culpa,
mea culpa!!



Rocky the wonder dog says,
“RED was the color of the day
and I’'m gonna get sausage and
mash, Fish and Chips and

What does a

DISTINGUISHED

club ook like?

EARTH DAY T-Shirts for Sale @ $10 each.
Member Alan Bellone donated the shirts to
highlight DISTINGUISHED SERVICE and the
“fertilizer” needed to grow some minds.

Shepard'’s Pie for dinner.
Maybe I'll share some with
Claire and DIPPY. Haha

Race Eight: Upcoming Events include:
April 20" — EARTH DAY conducted by Diane Cusimano as part of Governor’s Project

May 4™ — Hispanic Heritage Day/Cinco de Mayo Day at the meeting

May 7™ — Kentucky Derby Day at the ranch. 4PM start time. Yes, it is a Saturday. Everyone who buys a
horse in the pool comes to the event as a guest.

May 18" — GERMAN Day at the Bier Hall. Ok it’s on Summerfield but it will absolutely feel like a party place.

Race Nine: The meeting ended a bit later because there were close to 40 folks in attendance.
Then throw in our food, fun and festivities and when all was added up, a total of $1,087 was
collected in Happy Dollars, Food Money, sponsorships and VENMO.

3-2-1... AND THEY'RE

What did you say? Ithink
there’s a knot in the
string. Can you send me
an email with the info?!

Hey, these are the
Ridgewood 3-2-1 Meeting

Notices for the next few
months.

April 20" - Earth Day Celebration (Governor’s Project)
May 4™ - Latin American Day & Cinco de Mayo
May 7" - Kentucky Derby Day at the Ranch
May 18" — German Day Celebration
June 1% - PRIDE Day Celebration
June 11" - Belmont “Steaks” Day at the Ranch
June 15" - Ready for Summer Barbecue


https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
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Lots of pictures were taken, some candid and some more candid than wanted. On top of the
page, Joseph Then collected the crowns to give to the Kiddy KIDZ in the Pre-K. What a nice
thought. X and Mary are off and running with their leftovers. Flags and more flags from Hank.
Each one means something else, but, | forgot what that was. More to come. Mike and Dil had a
food eating contest and Mike won, barely. What a great day we all had.




Congratulations to Ricky Wahmann who won the S50 Pool for the Sweet 16. Ricky is now an
FDNY Firefighter and we will be donating cases of the Flavored Seltzer to his Firehouse. Look at
all the smiling faces at the meet. Diane and Mike; Henrietta and Tom, Shiv and Brandon,
Danielle and Gabbi; Joan and Paul; Dina and X and then there’s Mary and Linda. Bob and
BettyAnn display their crowns along with Mike and Dilsia. Red and White were in for the day.




Once a King, always a King, but once a
Knight is enough. King Henry knighted
Bob for the day to help with the
program. Fantastic job to Hank and his
entire committee. Homemade Trifle
was a really nice touch.

Long Time Woodside Kiwanis Member
Bill Bellis shows off the gavel that was
borrowed by his Son-In-Law Tom Wilk of
the 3-2-1 Club. Gavel, gavel gotta travel.

DPP Gino takes a selfie with Betalis, Ariel and
Jed in San Diego. We sure do miss you Ariel.
California Dreamin’.

3-2-1 Member Marybeth Reynolds and
BettyAnn Monahan, went to the Oceanside
Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast along with
Madeline, Connor, Sean, Thomas, Liam, Peter
and Owen. Peter is a member of the K-Kids in
Oceanside School #5.




Six (6) members of the Ridgewood 3-2-1 Club
went to the opening of the newest club in the
Queens West Division for LG Carol Verdi.
The Kiwanis Club of Sharing Hearts
was chartered with 20 members, had a
singing performance by some members, and
got lots of donations for their members and
community service fund. What a great
afternoon to celebrate at the Resort’s World
Hotel and Casino.







