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Race One:  What a great day for a meeting.  It began with, Immediate Past President Janine Mahon hitting the 
gong to open the meet.  Janine thanked everyone for her incredible year as President and handed the gavel 
over to President Maricelis Romero to continue the proceedings.  There were over 45 people on hand to 
witness Maricelis ask all to rise from their seats to recite the Pledge to our Flag.  At that point, Father Kevin 
Powell was summoned to give the Blessing.  Reverend Kevin gave a magnificent blessing, asking the club to 
celebrate Janine’s past year’s accomplishments and to be hopeful for our future mission with Maricelis as our 
leader.  He asked us to remember those in need, thanked God for the gift of each other and asked us to reflect 
on the gifts that we have to offer in service to others.       

 

Race Two:   The meet was held indoors in the large meeting room at the clubhouse and 
arranged in a way that allowed for compliance with CDC rules.  President Maricelis thanked PP 
Janine for leading us through the difficult 2020-2021 Administrative Year.  Then, Maricelis 
officially introduced herself and her Major Emphasis which includes; the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation to battle this vicious disease and additionally to offer assistance to families in need 
for the Holiday Seasons.  Our new leader then spoke about her role as Director of Hawtree 
Creek Middle School and her commitment to Service Learning Programs like Builders Clubs and 
K-Kids Clubs.  Maricelis then encouraged all of her peers to help teach young students how to 
give back and to serve others at the highest levels possible.  In the perfect world, Ridgewood 3-2-1 could have 
double digit numbers of SLP’s with Builders, K-Kids, Kiddy Kidz and Aktion Clubs.  The potential is limitless.     

 
Race Three:  Next order of business was to invite everyone up to eat the awesome assortment 
of Indian delicacies that were prepared by Shiv Ramsamooj’s uncle who unfortunately lost his 
restaurant during COVID. The lunch menu consisted of pimento flavored fried rice, a spicy 
aroma but not too hot, along with some white rice. The main course was brimming with saucy 
Jamaican curried chicken, sweet and savory brown stewed chicken, juicy caribbean stewed beef 
and Jamaican inspired shelled pepper shrimp with jalapeno. Last but not least, a cool and 
crunchy salad to finish things off. And yes, water, lots of water.  To say that this was a bit spicy 
was proven by Fr. Kevin’s red face, beads of sweat and begging for the A/C to be turned on.  PP Kenny Dunn was back 
in the house and, you guessed it, back to knocking over a few folks to get to the Fried Rice.  As the picture shows, 
Kenny doesn’t seem to have any competition. What the picture doesn’t show is that I angled it just right to NOT show 
the 4 people who actually beat him up to the food table. One thing is certain, we have a lot of fun at 
Ridgewood 3-2-1.       

 

Race Four:  Happy Dollars started to fly around the room as President Maricelis had her Chief of Staff 
start calling on folks to donate buckaroos.  Sheriff Kati McMullin started collecting as PP Janine gave 
$$ for her amazing year and thanked everyone for supporting all of our service efforts during 2020-
2021.  Hank Kraker gave bucks for his Green Bay Packers wins and for Janine’s year and the upcoming 
administration under Maricelis’ guidance.  Bob gave $$ to speak about the humility and passion 
displayed by Maricelis who wants to lead our great club to new heights of service.  Past Governor 
Steve Sirgiovanni was in the house and gave moolah to say that he really enjoys coming to Ridgewood and the 
humorous bantering that happens each meeting. He went on to congratulate Bob for his upcoming retirement 
and many years at the GRYC.  Thanks Steve for the kind words.  More happy dollars continued as the members 
and guests couldn’t stop congratulating Janine and Maricelis, past and present Presidents of our club.  



Race Five:  Present at the meeting were Ben Messing, Alfred Ziegler and John Servides from Phoenix/Forest 
Builders Supply. All three filled out applications and are 3 of our new 6 members. We will have a membership 
round-up for the remainder of October and install our newbie’s in November.  It is anticipated that we will have 
at least 10 new members by that time.  The Board decided earlier this year to only retain ACTIVE dues paying 
members on the roster.  It was determined that size doesn’t matter, oh wait, Kenny Dunn said something about 
that earlier in the meeting. Sorry, you had to be there!  Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish and Dilsia Bonilla 
were joined by a few other members of the 104.  Officers Santos, Amato, Hughes, Johnson, Hili and civilian for a 
day, on his own time, Pat Nessler.  The Officers spoke about the Blue Chips Initiative that has young people 
engaged with the NYPD through sports and other interesting activities.  However, D.I. Louron Hall was MIA.  
Henrietta Maier was joined by BettyAnn Monahan, Joan Hoffmann, Maureen 
Powell and Fr. Kevin Powell.  Then there was Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk, 
Bronco Bill Rennison back from his highly successful fundraiser for St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital.  Word out, Bill and PP Al Bellington raised over $5,000 for 
the charity at Acey Ducey’s on Metropolitan Avenue.  Congrats on a successful 
fundraiser, gents.  Michael Addeo was back in the house and joined DPLG John 
Stahl at the front table. Linda Monte was able to make the meet and spoke 
about the Harvest Festival at the Onderdonk House.  Also Linda spoke with the 
GRYC to move her Girl Scout Troops to the GRYC Summerfield building for their 
meetings.  Welcome!  Distinguished Club Secretary Hank Kraker made the trip 
in from East Rockaway to give happy dollars and not eat!!  Unable to make the 
meet were; Sexy Legs Bernie Zablocki, Diane “Donuts” Cusimano, Jayne Wadhawan and Alex Lagombra from 
Valley, John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings and Lucian Matej.   

   

Race Six:  A nice showing of members from the “G” at today’s meet as the friend and peer took over the reins as 
Club President.  They came to show their support even though their School Year Program has begun.  Here was 
the lineup for today’s game: Edwing Vilsaint, Andy Villion, Mary Benitez, Danielle Kleiman, Francesca Fedkowskyj, 
Shiv Ramsamooj, Xiomara Pena, Walter Welsh, Paul Hoffmann, President Elect David Volcy, Aidan Leavens, DPP 
Liz Fitzgerald, Cynthia Rivera, Dina DePaola, Catherine Siegel and Krystin Contreras rounded out the lineup. That 
might be a bad term to use with so many NYPD friends in the house.  If I missed anyone, I truly apologize & will 
make it up next time.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Race Seven:    On Sunday, October 3rd, the Ridgewood 3-2-1 Club held its Annual Installation at Belmont Park and 
what a fine and fun day it was.  I will let the pictures tell the story as we had Hall of Fame Jockey Jorge Velasquez 
come to sign autographs and take pictures with the members and friends.  Jorge has asked to become more 
involved in our club efforts to put a Playground in the Backstretch area.  What a phenomenal day we had with 
the Chaplaincy joining in on the fun.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shiv trying to sneak out with 3 Donuts 

What an outstanding day at the Track.  The cost was only $20 per person, folks 

brought and shared food and snacks and drinks and a ton of DONUTS that were 

donated by Diane Cusimano.  Thanks DPLG John Stahl for performing the duties 

to install our 2021-2022 Board of Directors.  Great Job, John!!   



 
Race Eight:   Upcoming Events include: 
 
October 13th - Board Meeting in person at the clubhouse.  Start time is 4:00 PM.  Any 3-2-1 members may 
attend and see how we do business and spend our money.  Please join us. 
October 20th – Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse.  Program to be determined.         
  
Race Nine:   The meeting ended at 1:05 PM and the total amount of money collected in Happy Dollars and Food 
Money was $650 and a few more in VENMO.   
 

3 – 2 – 1… AND  THEY’RE FF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 

There are at least two hounds 
in this photo, wanna guess??? 

One seems to be identifying 
himself!!  LOL 

Let’s figure this out.  If I eat any of that spicy food, I’ll 
have to skip working out in the gym; I’ll have to come up 
with an excuse not have to drive Sgt. Mercurio around in 

the Smart Car; I’ll have to borrow the comfort dog so 
that I’d have someone to blame; but most of all, I have 
to make sure that all these other folks at the meeting 

aren’t all at the Precinct at the same time.     


