KIWANIS CLUB OF RIDGEWOOD, NY 3-2-1
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385
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Race One: Today would have been a great day to meet in the Clubhouse, but, with COVID on the rise and as a
measure of extreme caution, we have put in-person meetings on hold until the middle of January, at least. That
will give us the opportunity to see how many new cases erupted over the Christmas Holidays. So, once again, close
your eyes and picture the virtual meeting that could have happened. Imagine that you are in the clubhouse, along
with about 70 -80 others, just like we had last year for our Holiday Celebration and Grab Bag. Yes, only a year ago
we were packed to the rafters. This year we are all there, virtually, with plenty of space to allow for social
distancing and President Janine Mahon using her gavel to hit the gong and start the meeting. Janine then asked
everyone to rise from their chairs to recite the Pledge to the Flag and, you guessed it, at the completion of the
Pledge, Janine asked Deacon Kevin Powell to give the blessing. Kevin was quite inspiring as he asked us to
remember those in need at this time of the year and to be thankful for the gifts that we have to offer in service to
others and most importantly, for an end to this darn virus.
Race Two: The meet was, as mentioned, had to be held indoors and outdoors. We used the the large meeting
room for the food and presents and the huge outdoor, heated tent for eating and distancing. Janine asked
everyone to come up and get their lunch. This week the Committee decided on a Roast Duck and Pheasant meal,
coupled with Swordfish, vegetables, salad and, you guessed it, Egg Nog and Coquito. Yes, they were! Thanks Papi
Chulo for the Coquito and thanks Hank Kraker for the Captain Morgan, oops, I mean the Egg Nog. Did I hear
someone say Hennessey, is that John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings?? Have to thank JR Velepec for bringing
the Swordfish. Our Masters of many talents; Liran Gross, Tom Wilk, Chris M, Joe Florio and the other Masters in
our club, were on hand for the extravagant meal. Werner Lehner from Stammtisch sent down some pfeffernusse
cookies for us to enjoy and AIGNER Chocolates on Metropolitan Avenue sent down Santa chocolate pops. If you
remember the old days in Ridgewood, right on Myrtle Avenue and Summerfield was Krause’s Candy owned and
operated by Peter Aigner. Oh, I can’t put one over on you, but if you go to the store tell Rachel that you are from
Ridgewood Kiwanis.
Race Three: Bob was asked to introduce the Happy Dollars for guests and friends. First up, was Brooklyn Borough
President Eric Adams who came to break bread again and share his vision of service to the City. Eric is running for
Mayor and how would that sound, The Mayor of NY City is a member of Ridgewood Kiwanis. Thanks Eric for
joining us and helping our cause during this time of giving back to others. Community Affairs Officers Mike Berish,
Asar Sanad, along with Captain Louron Hall came to enjoy the company. It was nice to see our newly elected
Assemblywoman, Jenifer Rajkumar, back at the club. Jenifer, too, is doing some events to give back to the
community and we are glad to have her energy and drive as part of our club’s mission of service. For those of you
who actually read this stuff, these are our paid political announcements. Yes, you guessed it, Bernie
was in the corral.

Race Four: Once again, Joan Hoffmann was in the house with son, Paul. Diane Cusimano had the day off from the
50-50 since we had the Kris Kringle gifts to distribute and figure out. The Club raised, with the help of some
friends, nearly $5,000 to buy and distribute gifts to families in need for the Holiday. What a successful project for
President Janine’s Service Year. Thanks to Tony DiPiazza and the Federazione Italo-Americana of Brooklyn and
Queens for their generous donation of $1,000 to help in this cause. This is the second year in a row that the
Ridgewood 3-2-1 has been recognized by Tony for their commitment to community service. What great partners
and members we have in Ridgewood raising that kind of money to give away. Hank Kraker, Bill Rennison, Bernie
Zablocki, Rafal Ziolkowski, Henrietta Maier, Janine Mahon, Bob Monahan, Chris Jardin, Joe Florio, Jayne
Wadhawan, JR Velepec, Sara Grote, John Toscano (Mr. T Carting) and Dennis G (Claus N Elf Fund) helped to
sponsor individual families. A whole ton of members contributed to the grid and helped to raise $1,000 more. All
around great Project.
Race Five: ALWAYS good to see Corporate Sponsor Liran Gross from Maspeth Federal Savings Bank was able to
attend today along with Michael Addeo, Tom Wilk, Kenny Dunn, Joe Florio, Chris McDougall, Rafal Ziolkowski and
Linda Monte. Alan Bellone came by for a few minutes but still hasn’t paid up. Chris Jardin came by with some
Christmas Cheer and was joined by Frank Marrero who got to drive around the PA Armored truck around JFK
airport. Kids with toys.
Race Six: Another fine showing of GRYC Directors and staff who took time from their incredibly busy schedules to
enjoy the meal and support their friend and boss, Janine. If I remember correctly, here is the roster of attendees:
IPP Gino Ancona, Ariel Triunfel, Edwing Vilsaint, Danielle Kleiman, Catherine Siegel, Shiv Ramsamooj, Maria Batista,
Sabrina Sierra, Jackie Hogan, Linda Manetta, Mary Benitez, Joseph Then, Maureen Powell and Paul Hoffmann were
at the ranch.
Race Seven: As mentioned last time, Michele Woerner and Joey Pullano reached out to me,
along with mom, Janet Pullano. They are the family of my best buddy and sidekick, Bob
Pullano, aka, Santa. This is a really tough time of the year for me and the Pullano family since
this was the season that the Boobie would shine brightest. He always made you feel loved
and treated every little child with the love that comes from being Santa, year-round. I miss
my buddy and in his honor, the 3-2-1 Club donated over $5,000 to families in need and made
a lot of kids happy this Christmas Season. Race Four gives a brief overview of donors making
those less fortunate a bit happier this season. Thanks for listening to the World’s Biggest Elf,
as he would call me. Haven’t worn the suit, since, but, still have the passion to make a
difference through service.
Race Eight: Upcoming Events include:
January 20th – Possible Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse, 12 noon..
Race Nine: The meeting ended a bit late because we had a lot of stuff to take care of.

3 – 2 – 1… AND THEY’RE

FF

3-2-1 Member Claire Mahon played Santa at
St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital for 20 Toddler’s
parents who have lived with their children at
the hospital for months because of COVID.
The club bought $500 worth of toiletries for
them, along with AIGNER chocolates filled
mugs. Thanks for making a difference!!

Do you know what happens when
3-2-1 members; Katie McMullin,
IPP Gino Ancona and NYPD Officer
Asar Sanad, partner up with
Ridgewood Club President
Janine Mahon to distribute toys to
GRYC children and families?
You get to see kids smile from ear
to ear, even with their masks on!!!
Great Job everyone!

Member Joe “the Plumber” Florio
stopped by to pay for his teams
win. You guessed it, the lowly
JETS won their first game of the
season. OK we gave too much
space for the honors…

Uncle Gino giving his little nephew, Matteo, a
slice of pizza made exclusively by AIGNERS
Chocolates. You guessed it, after eating his
slice, he slept for the entire night in a sugar
coma. Only kidding folks, easy!!

500 Piece Puzzle that BettyAnn and I put together on a
quiet Christmas Day and the day after.
Still better than needlepoint. LOL

I hope no one realizes that you can
see me in the mirror of this China
Closet taking a picture of my GOOD
HUMOR display. Did I hear Diane say
“Toasted Almond”? Merry Christmas!

Bill Rennison, one of 3-2-1’s premier
members, was just like the Good
Humor man, sponsoring ONE whole
family for our Christmas Gift Giving.
Thanks Bill for always stepping up!!

After receiving cookies from Michael Addeo
for Christmas, President Janine decided that
she, too, could make rainbow cookies, and
she proved it. They were delicious.

The Greater Ridgewood Youth Council has a fun and exciting Olympics going on
and invites all members and friends to compete. It has brain teasers and other
challenges and it is spreading throughout the world. Germany, Japan, and other
countries are putting teams together. California, Arizona, Florida and other states
are also joining in. At present, the Admonsters (GRYC Administration Team) are in
the lead. Look it up and give it a whirl.

www.theafterschoololympics.org

Look up the bridge challenge and see how we took 3 sheets of regular 20 lb paper
and created a bridge that spanned 12 inches between the books. Yes, you are
looking at 4 pounds of items supported ONLY BY THE PAPER. Easy, huh, give it a
try and beat that record. Remember, 3 pieces of paper (8 ½ x 11) spanning 12
inches between supports.

