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Race One: What a historic day for our Country, Inauguration Day and a new President. This was the reason that
we decided to have a Night Meeting. As has been the case when we are unable to meet in person, you get to
receive a virtual newsletter in an effort to keep all of us connected and focused on the mission to serve during
these difficult times. Here we go, there were over 50 members and friends present to see President Janine clap
the gong and ask everyone to rise from their seats to recite the Pledge to our Flag. Everyone was socially
distanced and at the completion of honoring our Flag and what it stands for, Janine asked DEACON Kevin Powell
to give the blessing. As always, Kevin was inspiring as he asked for the club to remember those in need and the
gifts that we have to offer in service to others.
Come on guys, I rushed up from
DC to help set up and now you’re
making me stay in the yard with
Chuck. I promise I’ll join Kiwanis
when I get home.

Race Two: The meet was held indoors in the large meeting room at
the clubhouse and spilled out onto our beautiful outdoor Deck
where Carlos, Jason, Joseph and Bernie had the tents put up, along
with their side panels to keep in some warmth. Chris McDougall,
retro-fitted a heater/blower and strung some lights to allow us
C’mon man, why do I
have to hang outside
to see things clearly and to make the space comfortable and
with this guy. I’m Rocky
available. That’s another attendance credit Chris. Kenny Dunn
the wonder dog!
was not able to be in his usual seat because we had some
special guests in attendance. Seems we moved the meeting to the
evening so that long time Kiwanians, Joe & Dr. J could join us after walking over from
Evergreen Park where Marine One landed amid some heavy security. Community Affairs
Officers Mike Berish and Asar Sanad were joined by Captain Hall to escort our honored guests, along with 4 really
huge guys from the Secret Service.
Race Three: Janine asked for any Happy Dollars and guests (REALLY??!!) and Bob introduced the Commander-inChief and his First Lady. Who knew that Janine and Dr. Jill are Sorority Sisters and met at a gathering back in
August and bet that if he won the election he would celebrate in New York on Inauguration Night, President to
President. Life is strange sometimes, really, really strange. Each President gave happy dollars to congratulate
each other on their leadership roles. There were lots of happy dollars for both and Kiwanians around the world.
Kiwanis International President Elect Peter Mancuso was in the house and invited Joe and Dr. Jill to the
International Convention for his year as Prez. Let’s see what happens but they sure were engaged in a deep
conversation. Our very own member, Bernie Zablocki,
came in from the yard where another guest was
sitting around and trying to get inside. Seems all three of these guys have one thing in common, LIFE
EXPERIENCE. Hank Kraker jumped on that and said that each has matured gracefully. As luck would have it, a
call came in to one of the HUGE guys and off went our guests. The whole club went outside (socially distanced)
as Marine One did a fly over to say, “thanks for your hospitality”.
Race Four: Happy Dollars continued when the members got back inside and they seemed to be divided by “party”
lines, LOL. It was all in good fun and most were “questioning” dollars for Janine to find out about her “sister” and
looking for some dirt, I mean background on her buddy. Mums the word, but Diane Cusimano was seen chatting
with Janine and Liz Fitzgerald in the corner and holy cow were they laughing. More happy dollars came from our
members as they raised money to get “Bernie” inside the clubhouse and cut off his tie. Unfortunately, Ole Bernie
didn’t have a tie on, so we took one of his mittens and cut off the fingers part. Pretty funny when he put it back on
and showed us his finger, OOPS, I mean FINGERS. He was really a good sport about it and the Bernie Mitten will
be sewn on our banner soon. You can’t make this stuff up!! Oh wait a second, YES YOU CAN.

Race Five: Hank Kraker was able to make the meeting today and gave Happy Dollars for his Green Bay Packers win
last weekend. JR Velepec came to the meeting but was seen outside chatting with our guest. As our Football
Donation Pool is now complete, sorry Hank for the Packers tough loss to Tampa Bay. The Club generated over
$2,000 for a donation program started by Hank, JR and Kenny a few years ago. Thanks gentlemen for this great
fundraiser. Bill Rennison, Michael Addeo, Diane Cusimano, DPP Liz Fitzgerald, DPP Dave Fitzgerald, Joe Florio
Lucian Matej and Bernie Z are up to date. John Hennessey couldn’t join us at the meet but delivered all of his
funds for football, grid boxes, and family sponsorships. Thanks all for your generosity. John and Margie Stahl were
at the meet to ask for and accept more diapers and wipes for the Blessing Bags that continue to go to MICIH at
Wyckoff Heights Hospital. Jayne Wadhawan donated Baby Wipes and was gifted some honey in exchange.
Anyone who wants to be gifted with honey, come on in for the exchange. Joan Hoffmann was in the house with
son, Paul. Liran Gross and Michael Addeo were present and are working very hard to reactivate the Fresh Pond
Road Chamber of Commerce, along with member Mike Romer from Force Fitness was unable to attend today.
Gino got some happy dollars for helping to coordinate all of the Pools and Raffles payments through Venmo and
the Square. Our DIPPY Gino had a fantastic year under incredibly difficult circumstances. Yes, they call it COVID19 and Gino and the 3-2-1 Club overcame all obstacles to accomplish amazing service projects throughout it all.
Race Six: As of this time, it is impossible to hold our regular in-person meetings because we have too many
members who would attend. The Board has met and we are looking at St. Patrick’s Day/St. Joseph’s Day in the
middle of March to possibly be our next REAL meeting. Many members have gotten their vaccine and the more
folks doing that, the quicker things settle down. Ridgewood 3-2-1 is an opportunity to SERVE others who have
less than us, who need us to bring a smile to their faces, to make a difference in the lives of others. Are you an
ACTIVE Kiwanian, proud to be a part of so much great stuff, or, do you need to get more involved?? Our club
potential is multiplied by the number of ACTIVE members that we have.
Race Seven: Another nice representation of GRYC Directors and staff came to enjoy the meal and support their
friend and leader, Janine. If I remember correctly, here are the attendees: Dina DePaola, Ariel Triunfel, Danielle
Kleiman, Maria Batista, Papi Chulo Rodriguez, Paul Hoffmann, Mary Benitez, Maricelis Romero, Raquel Chin and
Xiomara Pina. DPP Liz Fitzgerald and Catherine “Siegel” Zahedi were back at the ranch and many of the Directors
went to dine “outdoors” on the deck. Christine Halloran and Walter Welsh were at the ranch along with Sky Pilot
Kevin Powell and his bride Maureen Powell. President Janine Mahon was happy to see her daughter, Claire at
the meeting. Please continue to keep Tina Forte, our best Crossing Guard ever, in your prayers as she is battling
some medical issues. John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings is not allowed to attend outside events because
of the risk of COVID. Bronco Bill Rennison was in the corral and had to lasso Diane to help keep her calm and
relaxed with our surprise guests.
Race Eight: Upcoming Events include:
February 9th – In-Person and Zoom Board Meeting at 4:00 PM at the Clubhouse. Yes, it is a Tuesday.
There will be a maximum of 15 people in the big room and we will be socially distanced, plus some.
th
March 17 – Next In-Person General Meeting at the Clubhouse, conditions allowed. Indoor/Outdoor dining.

Race Nine: The meeting ended on time, for an evening meeting. The total of $747 was collected in
Happy Dollars, Food Money and the 50-50 collection.
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Thanks Liran for taking the picture. People didn’t
believe me when I told them Bernie came to join us!

Hank and Toni Kraker recognized this immediately.
I thought that it was appropriate for this edition.

Let us hope and pray that this simple photo helps us to
follow the path by being the light of service for ALL.

Pat and Maria, two of our active members, took some
bad guys off the streets and recovered their gun.

