
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESULTS OF MEET FOR: May 4, 2022          VOLUME 5  Number 16 
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Race One:  Weather was a bit chilly for the beginning of May, but, that didn’t deter our great members from 
showing up to celebrate Cinco de Mayo at the corral.  We had almost 50 members, friends and guests to 
enjoy a beautifully decorated room that looked every bit the part of Hispanic Culture Day.  Our awesome 
“Back-2-Basics” committee went all out to prepare for our Celebration as Gino, Francesca and Danielle were 
all hands on deck to work with Carlos “Papi Chulo” Rodriguez and Joseph Then in preparing the space.  
President Maricelis was here to open the meeting with everyone being asked to rise from their seats to 
recite the Pledge to our Flag and Sky Pilot Fr. Kevin Powell was called on to do Grace.      

 
Race Two:  Today we got a true Latin Day menu to eat.  Carlos, Gino, Danielle and 
Francesca went to town and set up a table fit for the hacienda.  Simple style meal 
included: Tacos and Tortillas with ground beef, chicken, lettuce, sour cream, nachos, 
grated cheeses, tomatoes, salsa and more.  It was a meal that begged to say, “OLE”!!  
As you can see, Jackass Bob was in the house and Hank Kraker left happy dollars to 
say that this life sized replica speaks volumes about someone needing to go on a BIG 
DIET.  Ouch, Hank that hurts my feelings. Someone mentioned that this looked a bit 

like the “burro” on our Big Laughable Joke pin that hangs on our banner in place of 

our missing Distinguished Patch for the 2020-2021 Administrative Year. “OLE”!!!   

 

Race Three:  There were some special guests at the ranch for our Cinco de Mayo 
meet.  Two longtime friends of the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council and Kiwanis, 
former City Council Members Elizabeth Crowley and Diana Reyna stopped by to 
say hello.  It just so happens that each has re-entered the political arena after a bit 
of break.  Elizabeth Crowley is running for the NEW NYS Senate seat and Diana 
Reyna is running for NYS Lt. Governor, no, not for Kiwanis, but for the WHOLE 
STATE OF NY.  Just a reminder, way back when each was in the City Council, they 
combined to give the GRYC nearly $1.6 MILLION to renovate our Fairview Building.  
Not too shabby, folks.  Each had a few minutes to speak with our gathering.    
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Race Four:  If you remember, at our EARTH 
DAY meeting, we were joined by the 
newest members of the NYPD at the 104th 
Precinct, fresh out of the Police Academy.  
As has been the tradition at the 104, the 
officers are brought over to the Ridgewood 
3-2-1 Club to learn about Community 
Partnerships and the connection that the 
Greater Ridgewood Youth Council, the 
Kiwanis Club of Ridgewood 3-2-1, the 104 
Community Council and the business 
community members have with the NYPD, 
specifically the local precinct.  That is usually spearheaded by the Commanding Officer of the Precinct and the 
President of the 104th Precinct Community Council.  Well, it is bittersweet that I announce that our members, 
Deputy Inspector Louron Hall and Community Council President Len Santoro are heading for greener pastures 
and are moving.  Congratulations to Len on his move to Arizona to begin his next chapter of life and the NYPD 
has rewarded DI Hall with the leadership role at the 109 Precinct in Queens.  The Club hosted the farewell at 
the 104 for C.O. Hall and attended the farewell meeting for Len.  Each promised to stay in touch and visit when 
they are in town.  Our member Jon Kablack will be taking over the reins at the Council and the NYPD will start 
the process to replace DI Hall.  Unable to attend was our member; Community Affairs Officer Dilsia Bonilla 
who worked a double on Tuesday, but, partner P.O. Mike Berish was in the house.  Unfortunately, Inspector 
John Mastronardi had PBQN business to attend to, but is working hard to make it to GERMAN DAY in a week.  
Last weekend, Queens North sponsored a Prom Dress and Tux giveaway and needed a bus to transport 40 HS 
Seniors to get to the event.  The club, as a tribute to Mary Mastronardi, the Inspector’s mother who recently 
passed away, the club provided a school bus to make their dreams come true.   

 

Race Five:  John Hennessey from Ridgewood Savings Bank was able to make the 
meet and came into the room without his tie on.  Interesting, but it seems that 
someone “warned” him to remove his neckwear before he came downstairs.  
Shameless, tattles!  JR Velepec was at the lunch along with buddies Hank Kraker 
and Kenny Dunn. Joining the trio was Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk and John 
Hennessey.  Seems that group all had a horse to jockey in the Kentucky Derby 
Pool and were comparing notes.  That still did not stop Master Dunn from being 
first on the Latino Limbo Line for food.  From the looks of things, BettyAnn 
Monahan was next up with Bernie Zablocki hot on her heels. But not to worry, 
Bernie only comes up to the food line ONCE, unlike some other members of this 
distinguished club.  President Maricelis was trying to keep order, but that’s hard 
to do with Kenny in the room. You know the old saying, “you can run but you 
cannot hide”, well here is proof that Kenny CAN do both.  UNBELIEVABLE.    

 

 

Station #1 had Joseph Then, Katie McMullin, Danielle Kleiman and Clark McKinney; 
Station #2 had Maureen Powell, Catherine Siegel and JoAnn Siegel 

NYPD Officers sponsored a Prom Dress and Tuxedo Giveaway for HS Seniors. 
Ridgewood 3-2-1 sponsored the bus to get them to the event.  Partnerships! 

How sweet that would be if it 
was a pie to the face trick. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race Six:  As mentioned, Community Affairs Officer Mike Berish was 
able to make the meeting today. Not quite sure what this is all about 
but someone overheard, “she has a Master’s Degree and looks like 
this”.  Mother’s Day was on the horizon and moms are always 
looking out for their family.  If you were wondering who that little 
birdie might have been, a picture is worth a thousand words.  Oh 
BTW, Mike didn’t tell us that May 6th was his birthday, so, while the 
Officers and staff at the Precinct were saying farewell to DI Hall, 
Dilsia came strolling out with candles in some cupcakes and the crew 
sang HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Berish. If looks could hurt you, Bonilla was 
toast. Again, every meeting members and guests get to fill out Attendance Slips, SOMETIMES they do and 
other times not.  If you filled out a slip, and I get them, you are in the newsletter, someplace.  Michael Addeo 
& Diane Cusimano were both working hard on business matters.  Mike had a big delivery and set-up in the 
Bronx and Diane was preparing for Mother’s Day at the McKenna’s Florist.  Jayne Wadhawan gave happy 
dollars for her Rotary event to benefit the Ukraine and thanked the club for the donated Basket to raffle off. 
Maria Rodriguez, no relations to Carlos was able to join us from Valley Bank.  Alex Lagombra was unable to 
join in on the action.  Bernie Zablocki stopped by from his busy schedule and sat with BettyAnn Monahan at 
the front table.  Oddly enough, BettyAnn won the 50-50 for 52 bucks.  STEAK DINNER tonight.  Hank Kraker, 
Kenny Dunn, JR Velepec, Tom Wilk and John Hennessey were Table TWO.  President 
Elect Bill Rennison had some other stuff to take care of and plans to be at the 
Kentucky Derby event.  Alfred Ziegler came in for a few to make sure that everything 
was ready for GERMAN DAY on May 18th.  It is and we are planning food from Zum 
Stammtisch for 50 people. We had a visiting Kiwanian from Glendale make the trip 
down to Ridgewood.  Frances Cottone joined us for lunch with her grandson 
Damiano Cottone who just heard that he will be the Salutatorian at Cathedral Prep’s 
graduation.  His mom and grandma were beaming from ear to ear.  Congratulations 
to the newest GRYC employee. Having fun at Ridgewood 3-2-1.        

    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

There is a reason that we 
order for an extra ten 

people when Kenny Dunn is 
showing up for lunch.  Not 

only is he always first at the 
food line, he’s able to eat 

10 times faster than Bernie.   

Diana Reyna and Elizabeth Crowley joined the meeting to say hello.            
Bob reminded everyone of their generosity to the GRYC when they were 

both City Councilmembers back in the day.  Awesome, indeed!!!. 

Frances Cottone was right 
at home at 3-2-1 and will 

consider dual membership 
since she had a great visit. 

 

Mind your own 
business buddy 



Rocky the wonder dog says, 
“RED” was the color of the day 

and you can bring home the 
tacos stuffed with beef and 

chicken.  Hold the lettuce.  A 
vanilla milk shake might work if 

you drive past McDonalds.   

Race Seven:   A huge representation of GRYC Directors and staff at the meet. This partnership with the Greater 
Ridgewood Youth Council quadruples our effectiveness as a Kiwanis Club and is highly recommended in the 
Kiwanis International ACE Manual.  It clearly states that Community Partnerships work and should be 
established. Well, we have it and then some.  Want some more proof positive stuff, then just look at this 
lineup of leaders in attendance.  I already mentioned DPP Gino Ancona, DPP Janine Mahon, DPP Liz Fitzgerald 
joined their future Distinguished President Maricelis Romero for the meeting.  Cynthia Rivera, Aidan Leavens, 
Dina Depaola, Mary Benitez, Celina Rosario, Josiah Vera, Joseph Then and Carlos Rodriguez, the Committee 
Chairman sporting a new mustache.  Now throw in our very own Joan Hoffmann and son, Paul Hoffmann, Shiv 
Ramsamooj, Brandon Gomez, Raquel Chin, David Volcy, Danielle Kleiman, Francesca Fedkowskyj, Xiomara 
Pina, Gabbi Rivas and Walter Welsh.  Wait a second, then there was TJ Ritter, Heydi Mendez, Clark McKinney 
Edwing Vilsaint, Marc Darius and Andy Villion made a weak attempt to outbid Carlos for the Tequila bottle 
donated by Tom Wilk.  We made $150 for that vintage refreshment.  Catherine Siegel and JoAnn Siegel were 
serving food in the back of the room while Kati McMullin and Iralda Frias were chowing down of the food they 
served.  LOL  Maureen Powell and hubby, Reverend Kevin Powell helped to round out the group.  I am hopeful 
that everyone who was in attendance is mentioned in the Newsletter.  It’s tough if you don’t fill out an 
attendance slip, especially when there are 50 people at the ranch.  If I missed anyone, mea culpa, mea culpa!!    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Race Eight:   Upcoming Events include: 
May 18th – GERMAN Day at the Bier Hall.  Ok it’s on Summerfield but it will absolutely feel like a party place. 
June 1st – PRIDE DAY at the ranch.  Come to the ONLY Pride event in NY District and see how it’s done right. 
 
Race Nine:   The meeting ended a few minutes late because there were close to 50 folks in 
attendance.  Then throw in our food, fun and festivities and when all was added up, a total of $900 
was collected in Happy Dollars, Food Money, 50-50, sponsorships and VENMO.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 – 2 – 1… AND  THEY’RE          FF 
 

EARTH DAY T-Shirts for Sale @ $10 each.  
Member Alan Bellone donated the shirts to 
highlight DISTINGUISHED SERVICE and the 
“fertilizer” needed to grow some minds. 



What did you say? I think 

there’s a knot in the 

string. Can you send me 

an email with the info?! 

Hey, these are the 

Ridgewood 3-2-1 Meeting 

Notices for the next few 
months. 

 
May 18th – German Day Celebration 

June 1st – PRIDE Day Celebration 
June 11th – Belmont “Steaks” Day at the Ranch 

June 15th – Ready for Summer Barbecue 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a few pictures from Kentucky Derby Night at the Corral 

https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94
https://longislandpress.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cce3201ff51200637b5b6ee94&id=896a3ec6da&e=6f7697de94


 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First you use water on the spillage, then you try to cover it up with your hand. 

Cinco de Mayo Meeting Pictures 

Just $5 more and we win the Tequila 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ridgewood 3-2-1 members Dennis Remorca and Bob 

Monahan were invited to the HWY3 Dedication of a 

memorial plaque for Detective Tsakos.  In addition to 

that honor, the NY Police Foundation donated a 

really cool Sidecar for one of their motorcycles to be 

used when visiting sites with children and families.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having FUN @ 3-2-1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Marybeth Reynolds had some visitors at her home in Wantagh.  
Seems these two are somewhat regulars and enjoy the Saltines that come 
their way when they come to the front door. She named them Rosie and 
Bob after her grandparents.  Hey wait a second that’s my mom & dad!! 

OMG, could it be?  The Reynold’s 
family live by the Twin Lakes.   

Nah, this was in Central Park, NYC 
on Mother’s Day.  

What do you 
think, Bob, do I 
have a shot at 

it… 

…at beating 
Kenny up to the 

FOOD?  

NOPE!! 

Look closely, really close.  Nothing 
in my hands, empty, nada, zippo.  

Now watch this trick, watch closely, 
here it comes… 

…Tah Dah!!  $52 magically 
appears from the 50-50 that 

was just drawn. Doesn’t 
Bernie look happy?   



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Kentucky Derby Party Pictures 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carlos as the Sheriff with his sombrero to collect 
happy dollars.  Joseph and Carlos give a short 
program on Cinco de Mayo.  Nice Mustache!! 

Frances Cottone shares a bit about being 
welcomed to the meeting as our guest. 

Dave and Kenny 
“racing” around 

the track. 
Longshot Dave beat 
Kenny and paid $160 

to win. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For those of us who grew up in the 60’s and 70’s, this song meant many 
things to many people.  As we prepare to honor those who served our 

Country and gave the ultimate sacrifice,  
let us plant seeds of healing, hope and peace.  

At this time of such uncertainty and unrest, it is our hope that 
Ridgewood 3-2-1 can be a beacon of promise for better days to come. 

https://youtu.be/jb2GiMSXJsg 

Diane is working with the 

Pre-K and 3-K Kiddy Kidz to 

plant and say the pledge for 

this event.   

https://youtu.be/jb2GiMSXJsg


 
 

 
 

El Presidente Maricelis 

takes time out to enjoy 

tacos and tortillas.  Co-

Chairman Joseph Then 

also enjoys his lunch. 

Pictured above is the 

meeting hall decorated 

for the theme and 

Clark and Joseph 

getting ready to serve 

up the grub. 


