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Race One:  Weather was not too hot for an evening meet.  We had 25 members, 
friends and guests to enjoy one of our summer cookouts.  Our awesome “Back-2-
Basics” crew got another reprieve from decorating the Clubhouse and just had some 
tablecloths. Chair of the Committee, Gino Ancona was the last person out of the 
clubhouse even though he had to get ready for his flight to Rochester for the District 
Convention. President Elect Bill Rennison opened the meeting with the Pledge to our 
Flag and Reverend Kevin Powell gave the blessing.  Our esteemed President 
Maricelis Romero got caught up at work and was unable to make the meet. Days 
after the meeting, while driving out of the airport in Rochester, where we dropped 
off Gino and Jed, this appeared and it said, “I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag… in the 
absolute theme of the Ridgewood 3-2-1 Club.                

 
Race Two:  Today was a regular meeting and there were 3 – Three Foot Heroes provided by Deli-Licious on 
71st Street and Myrtle along with a Zum Stammtisch fresh meat barbecue prepared by our very own Carlos 
“Papi Chulo” Rodriguez and his sidekick Fernando Soto (our next new recruit for membership). We had 
Tommy Bell’s favorite Hot Dogs, Burgers, Bratwurst, German Potato Salad, Mayo Potato Salad, Macaroni 
Salad and refreshments to drink.  No Kenny Dunn so I led the line to get some grub. Master Beekeeper Tom 
Wilk would have been first on line but he was distracted by DPP Dave Fitzgerald who was at the meeting. In 
other words, Tom was busy talking with the members and missed the announcement.        

 
Race Three:  The members were honored to have City Councilman Bob Holden  
and his Chief of Staff Dan Kurzyna attend the meeting.  For the past couple of 
years, Ridgewood 3-2-1 has partnered with the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council 
to provide 200 Backpacks to distribute to neighborhood children preparing to go 
back to school. In addition, Bob and Dan got to bring one of the heroes back to 
their office for a meeting that they were having with some Civic Groups and the 
NYPD’s 104th Precinct. 

 

HAVING FUN 
at 3-2-1. 

 
 

 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385 

 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Race Four:  Queen Patrol Borough Queens North (PBQN) sent Detective Nugent to the meeting and she, 
once again, muscled up backpacks for their giveaway to needy young students. Rumor has it that Chief 
Valdez, and possibly, Chief Frierson will be stopping by our meeting in September to talk about the major 
partnerships that are going on with the NYPD in Queens North.  If everything goes well, we may also have a 
chance to invite Chief Williams of PBQS, the other half of the borough, to come and speak of our new 
partnerships down south.      

 

Race Five:  DPP Janine Mahon was in Manhattan taking care of some stuff, but DPP Gino Ancona, President 
Elect Bill Rennison, Carlos “Papi Chulo” Rodriguez, Tracy Rodriguez (wife), Joseph Alfano, Joan Hoffmann, Paul 
Hoffmann, Maureen Powell, 1st VP Danielle Kleiman and the Reverend Kevin Powell all made the grill fest.  
Jayne Wadhawan was all set for the meeting at 12 noon, but, we moved it.  Sorry Jayne.  Community Affairs 
Officers Dilsia Bonilla and Mike Berish were preparing for their meeting with Councilman Holden, as was, 
Inspector Kevin Coleman.  We missed you. Claire Mahon was in the City 
with Janine, but JR Velepec, DPP Hank Kraker, Cat Siegel, Dina DePaola, 
Shiv Ramsamooj, Xiomara Pina, Francesca Fedkowskyj and Raquel Chin 
were all in attendance. Raquel will be leaving the GRYC but will remain 
active with the club as she will be attending Nursing School. John 
Hennessey stopped by after work at Ridgewood Savings Bank and was 
missing his tie.  As mentioned, Dave Fitzgerald, Hank Kraker and JR 
Velepec were all engaged in conversation with Bernie Zablocki.  Not sure 
what they were scheming, but it sure seemed like fun.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Elect Bill Rennison delivers 
some sweetness at the podium, too. 

Gavel soon to be replaced 
with Bill’s OFFICIAL GAVEL! The club gave Community Affairs Officer 

Dilsia a Patrol car assembled, Mike 
Berish is still putting his together!! 

Rookie Sheriff 
Tracy Rodriguez It is so awesome to have our own Clubhouse to set it up any way 

that we’d like.  Plus we have outdoors to grill and meet. 



Rocky the wonder dog  says we was 
robbed, I tell you, we was robbed last 

year.  That’s one Big Laughable Joke.    

Race Six:  The Queens West Division had about 20 members to attend the NY DISTRICT Governor’s Conference 
in Rochester.  NY District’s own, International President Peter Mancuso was honored by his brother, Governor 
Jim Mancuso for his dedication and leadership over many years in Kiwanis.  Ridgewood 3-2-1 had 4 members 
attend the Conference. DPP Gino and Jed were our delegates and voted at the meetings.  Here are some 
pictures of the weekend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race Seven:   For the last few years, Ridgewood 3-2-1 has excelled in all aspects of service to the communities 
and partners that we represent.  I had an opportunity to meet Governor Jim Mancuso at the NY District 
Convention and chat for a little bit.  We both acknowledged how far we have come this year, overcoming the 
pure nonsense of last year’s administration. This year, Governor Jim has set a criteria and rules for a Club to 
achieve Distinguished Designation and status.  There are 31 possible points to be awarded and ALL clubs need 
to have a minimum of 16 in order to be Distinguished. Ridgewood 3-2-1 will submit their progress for the year 

with ALL 31 POINTS ACHIEVED and COMPLETED. We have worked really hard to achieve that perfect 

score and complete all of the requirements.  Unfortunately, completing 11 of the 11 requirements last year 
didn’t matter. Once the Membership growth was waived by the Governor and by the International President, 
Janine Mahon was so much more Distinguished than 50 other clubs and folks that got that award.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Let’s all clap for Governor Jim Mancuso 
for setting criteria and rules for 

becoming a Distinguished Club this year 
based strictly on merit and not 

personalities. That kind of leadership  
and conviction needs to be applauded.   

Race Eight:   Upcoming Events include: 

September 7th – Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse at 12:00 NOON.   
September 21st – Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse at 5:00 PM, 
followed by the Board of Directors Meeting.    This is the last Board 
Meeting for Maricelis.        
 
Race Nine:   The meeting ended at about 5:15 PM. There was $360 collected today for food, happy 
dollars and Venmo.   

 
 
 

3 – 2 – 1… AND  THEY’RE          FF 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey, can you believe Governor Jim 
set rules and criteria for 

Distinguished Clubs this year!! 

Yeah, I heard that the Ridgewood Club  
has 31 out of 31 points and will actually 

get Distinguished THIS year.  

Oh wow, Sounds like the fair way to recognize 
good clubs.  That’s a game changer.    

OOPS, is all to be said for 
last year!!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Out in Letchworth State Park, the Grand Canyon 

of the East, there was this picture that I took.  

The BIG chair represents leaders who see the 

bigger picture with integrity and honesty.        

The SMALL chair in the back speaks of those 

leaders who cannot see beyond themselves.  


