Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 12 Noon @ GRYC Clubhouse, 59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood, NY 11385

RESULTS OF MEET FOR: March 2, 2022
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Race One: Weather was a lot milder and we are back in person to kick off our March Madness meetings.
Almost 80 members, friends and guests enjoyed a beautifully decorated room that looked very distinguished.
The “Back-2-Basics” committee went all out to show how a deserving Distinguished Club celebrates their
very impressive list of service projects for the community. President Maricelis was given Bob Monahan’s
gavel, yes; the one that he used for the year that he became a Distinguished President, along with his Club
and his Secretary. Maricelis clapped the gong and everyone was asked to rise from their seats to recite the
Pledge to our Flag and then Sky Pilot Fr. Kevin Powell gave a beautiful blessing. As always, Kevin was
inspiring and right on point for Ash Wednesday and asked for a moment of silence for the Ukraine.
Race Two: Today was declared Distinguished Celebration Day at Ridgewood 3-2-1 to recognize and
acknowledge the many, many successes of DIPP Janine Mahon and our Club, and our Secretary and ALL of our
Members. It seems that that slipped by Immediate Past Governor Brenda Leigh Johnson who waived the
positive membership requirement for 50 other clubs in the District, but not Ridgewood. The MILLION DOLLAR
QUESTION, “Why ask for justification, get it proof positive, not read it and try to justify your personal vendetta
against an individual member”? Oh, I’m sorry, is that too direct? BUT, not to worry, DPP
Gino Ancona and DPP Liz Fitzgerald chaired the committee to run this day and if anyone
knows what it means to be Distinguished, they surely do. They were joined by a host of
other members, Diane Cusimano, Danielle Kleiman, Francesca Fedkowskyj, Carlos “Papi
Chulo” Rodriguez, Joseph Then, Mary Benitez and some other folks who just jumped in
and wanted the day to be awesome for our Leader. Janine was given her sash with
Distinguished written on it, her crown to signify royalty, or did it signify being ROYALLY
overlooked? I don’t know, it’s one of those two anyway. Then a video presentation was
shown while all members and guests ate their awesome Grace’s ASH WEDNESDAY meal
of pasta, salad, garlic knots, eggplant parmigiana and a wee bit of meat dishes for those
that indulge during Lent. The movie highlighted the amazing list of service accomplishments that the club
completed during our short existence and was proof positive why WE KNOW HOW DISTINGUISHED WE ARE,
EVEN IF THE PG REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE IT!! After the meal, the Glendale Club was introduced with 2 X
SDPLG Bob Kueber, Bob Temkin, DIPP Steve Hansen, DPP Gary Milau and Debbie Milau who were there to
interclub and gave Happy Dollars for all of the great work that BOTH clubs have accomplished in service to our
communities. Joining at the guest table were Tania Broschart and daughter, Tanyelle Gill who had happy
dollars to be a Kiwanian in the East River Club. To borrow one of Bob K’s newsletter items, here is what today
was about. If there are two clubs that know what that represents, it is Glendale and Ridgewood who are the
Best in the West.

Race Three: President Maricelis then asked Bob to explain what Distinguished Status is all about and present
Distinguished Immediate Past President of the Year (DIPPY) Janine Mahon with her awards and recognitions.
First up, a beautiful Distinguished Service Plaque from Kiwanis, a Distinguished Service Certificate (to be
framed when Julie gets back) and a Distinguished President’s Pin. The pin was
given to Janine by DPP Bob Monahan who told a story about Fred Velepec, JR’s
dad, as told by Bob’s sponsor into Kiwanis, DPP Gene MacQueen. It seems that
Fred Velepec was overlooked for Distinguished Status when he was President of
the Glendale Club, back in the day. It disappointed him until the day he left this
planet to become a STAR. At his wake, Gene took off HIS Distinguished President’s
Pin and put it on Fred’s lapel. A just and righteous reward for a fine man, a super
gentleman and a phenomenal Kiwanian. At that point, Bob removed HIS
Distinguished President’s Pin and presented it to Janine Mahon by saying that she
deserved it so much more than he ever did. After that moving story, happy dollars
started to fly around the room. It was a sight to behold, being recognized by your members and friends for all
of Janine’s hard work and total dedication to service at a time in history when COVID snuffed out so much.
Over the weekend, Bob and Janine had a ZOOM meeting with Past International President Tom DeJulio;
District Governor Jim Mancuso and Queens West Lt. Governor Carol Verdi to discuss the matter of being
overlooked for Distinguished Status, along with the arbitrary way of selecting the Newsletter winners and the
possible loss of 11 Builders Clubs. These three TRUE Kiwanis LEADERS guaranteed Bob and Janine that this will
be corrected and FIXED before next year’s awards are selected. Can’t get them to correct or change the
blatant favoritism for this year, but, it won’t happen again, and that has to be a step in the right direction.
Thanks for your candor and honesty and vote to change the broken system. Then ALL agreed to find a way to
keep the 11 Builders Clubs alive and thriving. This has happened and Janine and Bob have met with all
Builders Club Moderators to kick things off, full speed ahead. Thanks Tom, Jim and Carol for your passion to
service young people at the highest levels. Ridgewood Kiwanis shares your passion to serve our youth.

Over 75 people shared a Distinguished
experience with Ridgewood 3-2-1 to
honor DIPPY Janine Mahon for her
successes and humility.

Race Four: Earlier in the meeting, SDPLG Bob Kueber gave Ridgewood their Awards from the Mid-Winter
Conference for Honorable Mention for our Pride Day Meeting, the ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND IN THE DISTRICT. It
was recognized in the Category called Citizenship/International Relations. We also received Honorable
Mention for our day at CitiField where, in partnership with the NYPD and Operation Gratitude, we prepared
7,500 gift bags to distribute to NYPD Officers on the 20th Anniversary of 9-11. The category was Kiwanis ONE
DAY and we were also recognized in the Scrapbook Contest. We were not recognized for installing a $40,000
Fitness Center at the 104th Precinct at a time when the NYPD was being defunded and spit upon.

Race Five: Henrietta Maier was in the house and I’ll remind everyone that she sent
some BIG BUCKS last meeting to say how proud she is of the clubs accomplishments
and her being a member of such a great club. Bill Rennison stepped up to be the
Sheriff and Sky Pilot Father Kevin Powell was available to give out ASHES to anyone
who wanted them. Retired NYPD Detective Tommy Bell and REALLT retired Bernie
Zablocki were in the house and Bernie the Bandit gave 40 happy dollars for our
service to youth during the days of LENT. John Hennessey got hung up at the bank
and texted his apologies for missing Janine’s party. Back at the ranch was Jayne
Sky Pilot Fr. Kevin Powell
Wadhawan who was joined by Dianne Zieminski from Valley National Bank and
distributed ashes for club
DPLG John Stahl and Margie Stahl were back from CA and FL. Great to have you
back. Alan Bellone, Master Beekeeper Tom Wilk and Kenny Dunn made a visit to retake his position as “First
on the Food Line”. Hiding in the far back of the room was Joe the Plumber Florio and he left a message on his
attendance card that read, EYE HEART CARLOS. Another of our members, Chris McDougall came in at the tail
end of the meeting and expected Bob to perform the ELECTRIC SLIDE for his effort to get to the meeting.
Linda Monte was at the ranch along with Alfred Ziegler from Forest Builders. No they weren’t together, but
they were both at the meeting. Thanks all for your generosity and commitment to the Club. Having fun at
Ridgewood 3-2-1.
Race Six: Then not to be forgotten, Dennis Remorca from RFX Strength brought along Jim Healy, Giray Atalay,
Tony Wang and Marcel Munoz. Those gentlemen are the team that put the $40,000 gym at the 104 Precinct
and $30,000 Fitness Center at HWY 3 to honor Office Anastasios Tsakos who was tragically killed on the GCP.
Tommy Bell hooked the GRYC and Ridgewood 321 with a distributor that provided the variety of drinks that
we had for lunch. The members were blessed to have Captain Yaeger, Lt. Levine and PO Ninivaggi from HWY3
join us for lunch and learn that the club was going to install a donated Water Cooler and water bottles to their
new Fitness Center. They let us know that the Men and Women in Blue were already using the Center.
Fantastic news. Speaking of using the Fitness Room, our very own Community Affairs Officer Dilsia Bonilla was
joined by YCO’s Michael Amato and Rich Hendrick, who had to be reminded to pay attention to the video,
twice. Well they are YOUTHFUL Coordination Officers. The amazing partnership that Ridgewood 321 has with
the NYPD is second to none. Speaking of second to none, my buddies NCO’s Pat Nessler and Maria Santos
were at the meet enjoying their lunch, but our very own Mike Berish was busy at the command.
Race Seven: An off the charts representation of GRYC Directors and
staff at the meet. This partnership with the Greater Ridgewood Youth
Council quadruples our effectiveness as a Kiwanis Club and is highly
recommended in the Kiwanis International ACE Manual. It clearly
states that Community Partnerships work and should be established.
Well, we have it and then some. Want some more proof positive stuff,
then just look at this lineup of leaders in attendance. I already
mentioned DPP Gino and Liz and their committee but here we go again.
Francesca Fedkowskyj, Kati McMullin, Iralda Frias, Coraima Rivera,
Aidan Leavens, Damian Naranjo, Dina Depaola, Xiomara Pina, Mary
Benitez, Joseph Then, and Maureen Powell. Now throw in our very
DPP Bob Monahan presents
own Joan Hoffmann and son, Paul Hoffmann, Shiv Ramsamooj, Cynthia
DIPPY Janine Mahon with
Rivera, Surprise guest Carmen Resto, NEW employee and member
Distinguished Service Award
Kristen Podlovits, Celina Rosario, Edwing Vilsaint, Brandon Gomez,
Carlos “Papi Chulo” Rodriguez, Raquel Chin, Josiah Vera, who took one of the pizzas to his school, Maureen
Powell, Danielle Kleiman and our President Maricelis Romero. I know I saw Jackie Hogan and Sabrina Sierra,
but don’t have attendance slips. Did I see Marc Darius and Elvira Rodriguez in the house, again, no slips. Wait
a second, then there was Linda Manetta, JoAnn Siegel, TJ Ritter, Betalis Nunez and Clark McKinney who were
serving food and taking money. DPP Bob Monahan was joined by spouse BettyAnn Monahan and it was a nice
group having fun and joking around.

Rocky the wonder dog says,
“The License Plate that Bob saw
at the Starbucks Drive-Thru in
South Carolina really should
say, MAK 321 a DISTINGUISHED
CLUB, as it oughta be”.. NO
ONE messes with our President.

Uncle Fester in a TUX?

DPP Gino Ancona, showing off his new Kiwanis Badge, enjoys some quality time with
friends at Mid-Winter Conference at the Desmond. Lots of Distinguished folks in photo.
Race Eight: Upcoming Events include:
March 14th – Interclub with LG Carol Verdi to get back our gavel.
March 16th – St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s Celebration at the Clubhouse. Indoor/Outdoor dining weather
permitting.
March 16th – Board Meeting at the ranch at 4:00PM
March 22nd – Woodside Club meets at Donovan’s at 7:00 PM. Interclub time folks, sign up now.

Race Nine: The meeting ended a bit later because there were close to 80 folks in attendance. Diane collected
for a 50-50 and made $100 for the club, winner of the other $100 was BettyAnn Monahan. Then
throw in Distinguished Secretary Hank Kraker donating $360 for TWO Builders Clubs, DIPPY Janine
Mahon for another $180, DPP Bob Monahan for another $180 and when all was added up, a total
of $1,595 collected in Happy Dollars, Food Money, 50-50 and VENMO.

3 – 2 – 1… AND THEY’RE
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Here is what we think of the decision to hold back
Ridgewood 3-2-1’s Distinguished Status.
IT STINKS!
I was once told by a parent of a student,
“Student Failure, Teacher Failure”
Club Failure …

https://www.wevideo.com/view/2586595059

The link above is for the video that was shown to those in attendance, highlighting
the amazing work done by Ridgewood 3-2-1 and Immediate Past President Janine
Mahon. At the completion of the video, SDPLG Bob Kueber and other Distinguished
members of Glendale spoke about that high level of achievement as shown and
complimented 3-2-1 on all of their great service and said that one day those “up
there” might see it too. Then others in the room began to compliment Janine and the
Club on outstanding and distinguished accomplishments.

“Pushy”Diane Cusimano gave
happy dollars to say that Janine is
really not looking for this for
herself, but rather the hard
working and achieving 3-2-1 CLUB
members.
Bob offers congratulations on a job
well done to Janine Mahon.
The Committee help with the Royal
Crown signifying the leadership
role that Janine assumed during
COVID and other adversities.
Janine taking pictures and
preparing her speech for the club
members.

Michael Addeo gave Happy Dollars to say that his
father was a member of Ridgewood Kiwanis for
many years and gave the Cup (on Right) to the
club as a reminder that they were around in 1927
and won the Cup for having the most members
attend the District Conference, back in the day.
Diane and BettyAnn did the 50-50 drawing and the
winner won $100 and the club got $100. After
drawing the winning ticket, they didn’t need to go
far for the winner. YUP, BettyAnn won the money.
Carmen Resto got out for lunch from being the
Parent Coordinator at IS 77 and congratulated
Janine on an amazing year.
Clark McKinney and our President Maricelis helped
to serve the food. Betalis Nunez collected at the
door and is about to become a Board Member.
Gotta love the cake the Michael Addeo had made
for the occasion. Yes it was off the hook delicious.
104 Community Affairs Officer Dilsia Bonilla stopped by the
GRYC and read to the KIDDY KIDZ for Fairy Tale Day. The
students LOVED the time they shared with our NYPD partner.

DIPPY’s Corner
Words cannot express my overwhelming
joy and gratitude for your support of me
and the Kiwanis Club of Ridgewood 3-2-1.
Last year was a difficult one, battling COVID
and many other obstacles that came our
way. What we accomplished, together,
under extreme circumstances, highlights
your dedication and passion to make a
difference in the lives of many.
Janine

Here is a list of SOME of Ridgewood 3-2-1’s accomplishments for the 2020-2021 Kiwanis Year,
failing to impress Past Governor Brenda Leigh Johnson. She awarded 50 other clubs with a
NEGATIVE membership growth, but FAILED to award Distinguished Club, President and Secretary
to Ridgewood 3-2-1. Blatant Personal attack when ONLY 5 of those 50 clubs had a larger
membership than the 321 Club. NO PLACE for this behavior in Kiwanis. NY DISTRICT had a
MINUS 437 members for the year, maybe too mean spirited for some members. Maybe!!??




























Raised over $1,200 at Janine’s Installation.
Raised over $7,000 to buy & distribute gifts to community families in need for the Christmas.
Raised over $2,000 from our Football Donation Pool started by Hank Kraker, JR Velepec and Kenny Dunn.
Received donation of $1,000 from the Federazione Italo-Americana of Brooklyn and Queens.
Raised over $6,000 by running Pools and Grids to sponsor community projects.
Co-Sponsored a fundraiser with a local business to donate over $5,000 for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.
Sponsored FIVE FAMILIES from the Backstretch/NY Racing Chaplaincy at $400-$500 Each family.
Sponsored another FIVE FAMILIES as part of the Claus-N-Elf Project at a cost of $500 per family.
Distributed toys and gifts to 70+ Pre-K students and 30 Learning Lab students at the GRYC.
Distributed 600 Boxes of Girl Scout Cookies at the Night Out Against Crime event.
Provided food to the Officers and staff of the 104th Precinct who worked Christmas Day to keep us safe.
Distributed over 100 Blessing Bags filled with diapers, wipes and other items at Wyckoff Heights Hospital.
DPLG John Stahl & Margie Stahl have provided 300 families over the past 3 years.
Donated $500 to Claire Mahon to purchase toiletries & items for parents at St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital.
Donated $500 to the NY Racing Chaplaincy who came to give club a plaque.
Donated TEN $100 Stop & Shop Gift Cards to families in financial need due to job loss, illness, and more.
Donated over $2,000 to families in need for Easter.
Donated 60 Easter Blessing Bags filled with goodies to the AKTION Club members.
Donated and delivered 10 dozen Bagels and the works, TWICE, to Vaccine Staff at the 168th Street Armory.
Donated over 60 dozen bagels and 60 Pizzas to the 104th Precinct throughout the year.
Donated $750 to purchase 120 Basketball Uniform Shirts for the PBQN YCO’s for a Basketball Tournament.
Donated over 3,000 Boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to numerous charities from Queens West & Queens East.
Donated 2,000 Backpacks filled with School Supplies; NYPD, Queens BP, Queens DA, local schools & more.
Donated $250 to the Gold Shield, a group that works to prevent Veteran Suicides and Veteran Cancers.
Partnered with NYPD partners & Operation Gratitude to fill over 7,500 Blessing Bags for First Responders
to commemorate the 9-11’s 20th Anniversary Remembrance. Honorable Mention
Conducted the ONLY PRIDE DAY EVENT in NY District to educate members on the Gay Pride Movement
over the last 40 years. Honorable Mention
Provided over 30 School sites with cleaning and disinfectant supplies to help prevent the spread of COVID
during the GRYC’s afterschool and Summer Day Camp programs.
Installed a $40,000 Fitness Room at the 104th NYPD Precinct in partnership with Remorca Fitness.

One must take into account that many of these accomplishments were realized while the club could not meet
In-Person for the months of December, January and February. During that time, the members were kept
connected and engaged with VIRTUAL Newsletters, Real life Grids and Raffles to raise funds, Blended InPerson and Zoom Board Meetings and a constant theme of partnerships and collaborations that allowed
Service Projects to continue at the highest level.

Janine Mahon
for going above and beyond expectations by

leading Ridgewood 3-2-1 through COVID
Presented by the Kiwanis Club of

Ridgewood, NY 3-2-1
March 2, 2022
DPP Gino Ancona

Date

DPP Liz Fitzgerald

